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1 BAC OCULIVE SESSION 


2 : DEPOSITION OF VICTOR ESPINOSA 

4 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978 

5 | Ss sas oe 

6 | | House of Representatives 

7 | President John F. Kennedy 
Subcommittee of the Select 

8 Committee on Assassinations 

9 Washington, D. C. 

10 Tne deposition of Victor Espinosa was taken at 3:30 


11 p.m., in the office of the Select Committee on Assassinations 
12 in Room 3370 of the office of the Committee, Second and D 
13 Streets, S.W., Washington, ὃ. Ὁ. 

Θ 14 Present: Jonathan Blackmer and John Hornbeck, Counsel 
15 to ΠΤ υν 
18 Also Present: Ms. Elizabeth Berning, Chief Clerk to the 


17 Select Committee. 


25 
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2 
1 Whereupon, 
2. | VLGTOR ESPINOSA 
| τς 3 having been duly sworn by the Chief Clerk to the Select 

9 4 Committee, was examined under the rules of the Select 
5 Committee and testified as follows: 
6 Mr. Blackmer. We are present in the Select Committee's 
7 offices to depose you. My rahe tS: Aenean Blackmer and I am 


8 an attorney with the Select Committee on Assassinations. 

9 By virtue of Rule 4 of House Resolution 222, I am 

10 empowered to take statements under oath. Shortly, Mr. John 
11 Hornbeck will join us, who is a senior staff counsel on this 


12 committee, to further ask questions of the witness. 


13 What is your full name, sir? 
Φ 14 Mrs Espinosa. Victor Espinosa. 
15 Mr. Blackmer. And you are here for the purpose of 


16 giving a voluntary Statement before this committee? 

17 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. ᾿ 

18 Mr. Blackmer. I have given you a copy of the Committee 
19 Rules, House Resolution 222, 460 and 760. You are not now 


20 under subpoena, are you? 


21 MP. Espinosa. No. 
22 ' Mr. Blackmer. You are here voluntarily? 
23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. | 
@© δᾶ, - Mr. δἰ δ ἠθῶς. You have the right to have counsel pre- 


25 sent if you wish. There is no counsel here and I assume that 
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1 is of your own choice. 

2 MPs BSpinosay: Lb .doa' t..see it 18 necessary, anyway. 

3 Mr. Blackmer. The entire record of this deposition will 
® 4 be transcribed. We will send you a copy for you to read, 

5 verify and return to the Select Committee, after which we will 

6 send you your own personal copy. Should you wish to make any 

7 changes inthe substance of the transcript, this must be done . 

g before a federal magistrate. 

9 I know you are residing in London, and if it is necessary 

10 to make any eee: if you feel corrections are necessary, if 

11 you would please call us, we will try to make arrangements over 


12 there for that to be done. 


13 I would like to begin the questioning with a little back- 
eo 14 ground. You were born in Cuba; is that correct? 

15 ᾿ Mrs Espinosa. That is τη: 

16 Mr. Blackmer. And you resided there until when? 

17 Mr. Espinosa. Until 1959. 

18 Mr. Blackmer. And at that time you came to the United 

19 States? 

20 Mra. LSpanosa. Yes: | | 

21 Mr. Blackmer. Approximately in 1957 or 1958, were you a 


22 Student at the University of Havana? 
23 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was. 
Φ 24 Mr. Blackmer. And as a student at the University of 


255 Havana, were you engaged in any underground activities with 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345 
MW 54756 Docld:32246514 Page 470 7 STREET, S.W. REPORTERS Β 


1 either anti-Batista or later anti-Castro? 

2 MPs ESpinose,. Yess both. °° 

3 Mr. Blackmer. And could you tell us the nature of the 

4 activities which were directed against the Batista regime? 

5 Mr. Espinosa. (via Girperent kinds of clandestine 

§ activities. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. Would that be in the nature of raising 

8 explosives or arms for paramilitary use? 

9 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly. 

10 | Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in any individual sabo- 


11 tage operations? 


12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

13 ο Mr. Blackmer. What specific activities were those? Was 
@ 14 ener anything that comes to mind? 

15 Mrs ESpinosa.. ..NO, NOt. really <.. 

16 Mr. Blackmer. Was it aimed at the economy more than 


17 individual members of the Batista regime? 


18 Mr. Espinosa. Not so much the economy, but as an indi- 


19 vidual member. 


20 Mr. Blackmer. High level officials? 


21 Mr. Espinosa. . Yes. 
22 Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved with Fidel Castro in 


23 these anti-Batista activities? 


© 24 Mrs-BSpinosa.. No, 


25 Mr. Blackmer. Who were you working with? 
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With students, the Revolutionary Council of 


the University of Havana. 


Mr. Blackmer. 
Mr. Espinosa. 
Mr. Blackmer. 
Mr. Espinosa. 
and a few others. 
Mr. Blackmer., 
Mr. Espinosa. 
Sympathizers of the 
Mr. Blackmer. 
can think of? 
Mr. ESpinosa. 
τὶν knowledge of. 
Mr. Blackmer. 
in Cuba? 
Mr. Espinosa. 
Mr. Blackmer. 
Mrs Ss5enose: 


Mra θα δον, 


Mr. Espinosa. 
Mr. Blackmer. 
Rolando Cubela? 


Mr. Espinosa. 


Who are the particular leaders? 
There was Echeverria. 
Do you have a first name? 


Jose Antonio; and Cubela, Porton Chaumon 


How were your activities financed? 
Mainly by bonds that were being sold to 
revolutionary party. 


Were there any large contributors that you 
I am sure there were, but not that I had 
Your family were landowners, were they not, 
Less 

And were they part of the upper class? 

Yes. 


Were they at all sponsoring your acti- 


Net that Tt know or. 


Could you tell us when you first met 


It was a long time ago. We were children 
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and he used to go to school in the same town in which I was 


born. in Cupas 


2 

30 Mr. Blackmer. So you had known him many years before your 
9 4 activities started. 

5 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

6 Mr. Blackmer. At the University? 

Ἢ Mis. 2eSpa nosed. Pee. 

8 (ie. Bender: Who were some of his associates in the 

9 underground activities? 

10 Mr. ESpinosa. For example, one eines and Machado. 

11 Mr. Blackmer. Do you have the first names? 

12 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot remember the first names because 

13 we used to call him "Machaletto" and Joe Westbrook. 
©. 14 Mr. Blackmer. Is that an American? 

15 Mr. Espinosa. No, ne was a Cuban. 

16 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know what any of these individuals 

17 are doing now? 

18 ΜΡ. Espinosa. They are dead. 

19 Mr. Blackmer. Are any of these individuals now with the 

20 Castro government? | 

1 Mr. Espinosa. I think Chaumon is with the Castro govern-. 

22 ment, and I think Raminda -- and it has been so many years -- 

23 and Naranjo and the rest of the people I mentioned there 
eo.» 

25 
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are dead. 


Mr. Blackmer. When did your interest change from being 


-anti-Batista to pro-Castro? 


Mr. Espinosa. I was never pro=Castro; being against 
Batista does not mean you are pro-Castro. 

I think very shortly after Castro took over I began to be 
anti-Castro. 

Mr.Blackmer. Did you ever meet Castro? 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer: Do you know of any people who were closely 
associated with him? 

Mr. Espinosa. Only one person. 

Mr. Blackmer. And that was whom? 

Mr. ESpinosa. That was Jose Smith, and he landed in Cuba 
when Castro landed and he was killed at that time. That is the 
only person whom I knew was close to him. 

Mr. Blackmer. When Castro landed in Cuba, was that in 
19567? 

fies Espinosa. Yes, 1956. 


Mr. Blackmer. So your activities began approximately in 


Mr. Espinosa. No, I would say 1955. 
Mr. Blackmer. During this period of time, did you KnOw. 
Pedro Diaz Lanz? 


Mr. ESpinoSe... No. 2. did: not. 
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ge 1 Mr. Blackmer. Have you Subsequently known about Pedro 
2 Diaz Lanz? 
τ Mr, Espinosa. Yes. 
4 Mr. Blackmer. Did you nave any personal knowledge of 
5 him? | 
6 Mr. Espinosa. what do you mean dy "personal knowledge?" 
7 Mr, Blackmer. Did you ever nave any contact with him? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I did. 
g Mr. Blackmer. And wnat period of time was that? 
10 Mrs. ESpinosd.s IG: ‘was, . would say; in 1959 and 1960 ἴῃ 
11 Miami. 
12 Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall who he Was with when you Saw 
13 him? 
14 Mra ESpinosa.. No, 1. do mot. recall really; and I only met 


15 him once or. twice. 
16 Mr. Blackmer. Do you Know an individual by ὦ 


i7 Prank. ΓΕ 1 89 


18. Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
19 Mr. Blackmer. Where did you meet this individual? 
20 Mr. Espinosa. In Miami. 
. 217 Mr. Blackmer. In wnat time? 
22 Mr. Espinosa. 1959 or 1960. 
23 Mr. Blackmer. Was he with Diaz Lanz when you met: niin? 
ἘΣ 24 ΜΓ. Espinosa. τσ ΒΘ: 
25 Mr. Blacxmer. . Wnen you were ine. “ἢ Havana-in 1958 and 
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Ἐπ 1 1959, did you remember frequenting. the Hotel Naclonal. 
| Ee Mr Espinese. “res, 1)-did. 
3 ο Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an individual there by the 
4 name.of Michael McLaney? | 
5 Mery EBSPinoOSsSa. Yes. 
6 Mr. Blackmer. Would you explain now you first met Mr. 
7 MeLaney and tae nature of your relationship? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. I met him first because. tne manager of the 


9 hotel, the social manager of the hotel was a friend of mine. 

10 Mr. Blackmer. And his name was what? 

1 ΡΟ ΜΓ, Espinosa. It was Callejas, and he subsequently 

12 introduced me to Bill MecLaney who ultimately introduced me to 
& ἠδ Mike McLaney. 


14 | Mr. Blackmer. And what was the nature of your 


15. relationsnlp? 


16 Mr. Espinosa. It was just social in Cuba. 

17 Mr, Blackmer. Did: You: 26 “Out with cnem to dinner’ 
18 Mr. ΕἸΣ hea: Yes, sometimes. 

19 , Mr. Blackmer. Were either of the MeLaney brotners 


270 involved in any clandestine activities against elther Batista 
21 or Castro to your knowledge. at that time? 


py) Mr. Espinosa. Not that I know of. 


2 «Mr, Blackner. You came to the United States, vou 


ote, 
27m 
. - ——— -......-.-.. es ee ee ee i ee | es ee tee 


i 24 say, in December of 1959? ὁ ὁ ὁὃ2ῈὸΙ; 


25 Mrs Espinosa. Yes, ΤΟ ΟΠΤΩΚ so. 
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Mr. Blackmer. Were you sponsored by Mike McLaney? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Yes, Ἷ Toe 

Mr. Blackmer. And did he help you in getting over here 
financially? | 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer. Were you trained by the Central 
Intelligence Agency in any clandestine paramilitary training of 
any kind? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I believe it was then. 

Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us your first contact with 
the Central Intelligence Agency and your first role in the 
Cuban exile movement prior to the Bay of Pigs in the United 
States? | 

MPs ESpinosa. Well, I heard when I came to the States 
they were forming Sone Wand of a brigade or something to invade 
Cuba, and I told different friends of mine in Miami to let me 
Know when the thing was happening. I went to New York to work 
and they ΓΤ me at one point, and they were recruiting 
people to take part in hae acct ee sy, and I went back to Miami 
and I enlisted αὐ ΞΘ 

Mr. Blackmer. Could you tell us who it was that contacted 
you? 

Mr. Espinosa. I think it was: Mario Jiminez. 

Mr. Blackmer. He sonusetes you and came back to Miami, 


and where did you go to enlist? 
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11 
Bas 1 Mr. Espinosa. I went to one of the enlisting houses, and 
2 I think there was one house where you-go over there and 


3 enlist. 


4 _Mr. Blackmer. And do you recall any particulars adout 
5 that ὙΠ who was running it and who was there? 

6 Mr. Espinosa. ‘No. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. Do you kKnOW an iyaigndual by the name of 
8 Howard dunt? 


9 Mr. Espinosa. Well, I have heard about him. 


10 Mr. Blackmer. Have you seen photographs of him? 

11. Mr. ὌΠ Yes. | 

12 : Mr. Blackmer. Was this individual involved in any of 
ῷ 13 this early contact: you had with the Central Intelligence 
™ 14 Agency? 

15 Mr. Espinosa. I don't Know. 

16 Mr. Blackmer. After you enlisted in Miami, where were 


17 you then sent? 


18. Mr. Espinosa. [ was sant to Guatemala. 
19 Mr. Blackmer. And this would have been approximately 
20 when? 
21 Mr. Espinosa. This would nave been approximately --- 
22 Mr. Blackmer. Could it possibly nave deen in tne 
: oy DeZinninz of 19607 
"δ ᾿ 
Ἂμ. 24 Mr. Espinosa. No, it was not the beginning of 1960. I 


25 would say it was the toward the end of 1950, tne third quarter 
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‘eS 1 of 1960. It was June or July, approximately. 
2 Mr, Blackmer. Did you first go to Panama or first to 


3 Guatemala? 


4 Mr. Espinosa. I went to Guatemala and-then went to 


5 Paname. 


| - = 24 


25 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


HW 34796) Docld: 32226514 Page 13. eraser cw REPORTERS ALIN DING WASHINGTON 9 [N04 1909) 454.9228 


es iS 
a aS] Mr. Blackmer. what type of activities were you trained 
δ΄. 3 ἢ | 
3 ΜΕ: δἰξι οὐ τ δίϑτε: ee ene activities, general, a 
4 conventional military warfare and guerrilla warfare and 
5 training in explosives and munitions and clandestine 
€ operations, et cetera. - 
7 Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall any of the people who 
8 trained you? were tney Americans? 
9 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there were some Americans and some 


10 Europeans too. 
11 Mr... Boackmer. “Do you recall ‘the names “ol taese 
12 individuals? 
‘@ 13 Mra. ESpinosas 1 σδηηοῦ recall the names: IT know one 
14 person, an American of Paae origin, and ne was Known to 
15 us aS Colonel Vallejo. 
16 Mr. Blackmer. During this training, did you Know ξη 
17 individual by the name of Carlos Hernandez? 
18 Mr, Espinosa. Yes, τ ἀνα, 
19 -oMr. Blackmer. Was there an individual by the name of 


20 John Koch Gene involved with vou?. 


21 Mr. Espinosa. Ι -do moet. recall tnat name. 
22 Mr. Blaekmer. How about Acelo Pedro Amores? 

@ oR Mr. Espinosa. No. 

᾿ 24 Mr. Blackmer. How about Miguel Alvarez Uiminez?- 
25 - Mr. Espinosa, Yes. 
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= 1 Mr. Blackmer. Is this the same man who contacted you or 


2 a different Jiminez?:: 


3. Mr, Espinosa. This is a different Jininez,. 

4 Mr. Blackmer. hag Geass to Mario? 

5 Mr, eESpinosa. No. 

6 Mr. Blacxmer. Was there anyone else that you later nad 


7 acquaintances with that you trained with? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. There were a dozen; there were many. 
9 τς Blackmer. «Did. you ever -go 1 δὴν Infiltration raids 


δ Into Cuba 335. part. of this? 


11 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

12 | Mr. Blackmer. Can you recall any of the specific details 
τῳ ᾿ς of any of the: particular raids? 
᾿ 14 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. One time we went to ἃ raid about 20 


15 Kilometers in Havana and we were supposed.to knock out this 

16 Navy installation somewhere, and all of the raids were a 
. 17. different nature, like if we went into the country, and. 

18 getting information of tne country and oringing people out of 
19 the counntry. 

20. Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall any specific individuals 


21 that you went on these raids with? 


5 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I recall a few. 
@ 23 Mr. Blackmer. Could you give us their names? 
24 | Mr. Espinosa. Miguel Alvarez; Calcie Nundez was another, 


26 and Frank--and I can't remember Frank's last name. 
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15 
HAS : 1 Mr. Blackmer. Was he American? 


2 MPL ESPINOSe. No; Codany . Τὸ was Usarte, and f.carntt 


4 ’ 
Ὧ 


5. First. name. 


μΗ: 


3 remempder 


Δ Mr. Blackmer. Approximately when were these raids, 


5 before or after the Bay of Pigs? 


6 Mr. Espinosa. Tney were before and after the Bay οὗ 
7 PLES. 
8 Mr. Blackmer. How many raids did you go on after the Bay 


9 οὗ Piles? 

10 Mr. Espinosa. After the Bay of Pigs, iP ohana [I went in 

11 two or toree times. 

12: Mr. Blackmer.. And do. you recall the last raid that you 

ἐῷ 13 went on that was sponsored by the CIA, approximately what date 

14 that was? | 

15 Mr.. Espinosa. Possibdly it was four or five months after 
16 the invaston. 


17 Mr. Blackmer. Sometime in the summer of 1961? 


18 Mrs. ESPINOSA 1865: 
19 Mr. Blackmer. Were you involved in the Bay of Pigs 


20 anvesion itselt: 


21 Mr. ESpinosa. Not directly. 

9 Mr, ΕἸ πο νει: Were you inriltrated into Cuba. before tne. 
Φ 93 Bay of Pigs? 
24 Mr. Espinosa. I was being infiltrated at the same time 


25 that the Bay of Pigs was taking place, and we were ordered to 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 
HW 54756 Docld: 322746514 Page 16 


“ἢ a ES ces ἰαρῷ, = em λὲν a a a a re - - --».“. αὶ . - ae 


20° 


21 


25 


16 


go back to Miami and then when we got back to Miami, we found 


out that they had landed. 


Mr. Blackmer. Did they then try to send you back? 

Mr. ESpinosa. There was a little hustle at that time; 
everything was very much in the air and we were on stand-by, 
but we were not sent back. 

Mr. Blackmer. Do you recall whether or not any members of 
isons Ge Immigration in the Miami area were made aware of any 
of your particular raids so as not to stop you? 

Mis Espinosa. Would you rephrase that again? 

Mr. BL Sener The various raids that you went on, I 
assume many of them were from the Miami area. 

Mr. ESpinosa. They were from the Keys; down toward Key 
West. 

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any monitoring by Customs 
or Immigration officials of the United States Government? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Would -- what do you mean by "monitoring"? 

Mr. Blackmer., These agencies are charged with the respon- 
Sibility of enforcing the neutrality acts. They try to limit 
any hostile acts emanating from this country. 

Were you aware that they were told specifically about your 
operations so that. they did not stop you? | 

Mex ESpinosa. Noe. | 


Mr. Blackmer. Were you ever stopped? 
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Mr. Espinosa. Yes, I was stopped. 

Mes Bleckmer., “while you were working for the CIA? 

Mr. ESpinosa. No, never. | 

Mr. Blackmer. When were you stopped? 

MrPetMESpinosa. After 1 stopped.activities with the GLA. 

Mr. Blackmer. Approximately when was this? | 

Mr. Espinosa. One time was in June of 1962. 

Mr. Blackmer. That was in Miami? 

Mrs Espinosa. Yes, in: Niemi, ‘and oI nad. been: served. oy 
Customs agents two different times and I don't know the legal 
name for it, notification. If I was caught in a boat or in a 
plane or trying to go somwhere, related to any Kind of | 
anti-Castro.activity, I will get five years in jail. OF--35:;000 
fine ΟΥ 10 years in jail. 


Mr. Blackmer. You were in fact stopped once on June 15), 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Blacxmer. Were you subsequently fined or any charges 
brought against you? 

Mr. Espinosa. No. I was taken to a prison and anyway 1 
was released the next day. . 
Mr. Blackmer. Let us, 1f we can, deal witn tnat incident 


specifically. Our records indicate that«on June«15 of 1963: 


outside of Miami, you and-four other individuals. were stopped 


‘by Customs and FBI agents with a twin-engine beach craft 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


1& 
es? 1 a€irplane that you were attempting to load with explosives and 
3 bombs for your intended mission, which was to bomb an oil 


3 refinery in Havana. 


4 Could you tellus whose idea that operation emanated 

: from? 

6 -Mr. espinosa. From me. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. It was your idea? 

8 Mr, Espinosa. Yes. 

9 Mr. Blackmer. Did you get any assistance from any other 


10 individual for the raid? 
11 Mr. ESpinosa. Yes, 1 got assistance from Carlos 
12 Hernandez, from Miguel Alvarez and that is the other kind of 


13 assistance you are asking for? 


14 Mr. Blackmer. Financial or other?_ 
15 “MPs. -ESDinGsa.. Fineneiel assistance from welaeney. 
16 Mr. Blackmer. How much money did.MecLaney give you for 


17: CMES<Droj eeu? 
18 Mr. Espinosa. I cannot recall. He gave us whatever. we 


19 needed to Duy tne explosives and so on. 


20 Mr. Blackmer. Who got the airplanes? 

21 Mr. ESpinosa. It was Sam Benton. 

22 Mr. Blackmer. And how. did you know Sam Benton? 

23 MiP Espinosa. I met nim at MeLaney's nouse several 
‘@ 24 times. 

71: ae Mr. Blackmer. pews ne Lneroduced? 
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if Mr. Espinosa. You mean in wnat --- 
| 2 Mr, Blackmer. wnat you understood to be his particular 
@ 3 role. 
4 ᾿ “Ps. ESDINOSa.,. He was like a friend of mine. and a friend 


5 of Mike's and I guess Mike wanted him to front for him or be 

6 the one who got the airplane. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. Did he have any specific knowledge of 

8 planes or munitions or anything of tnat nature to wnere ne 

9 would be 8 person that you would go to get tnese things? 

10 MPs ESpinosa: E wouldn't. Know that cue. 1] don't. think -so, 
11 and I wouldn't think 50. 

12 Mr. Blackmer. So, you think it was really Mike who 


13. secured the planes and used. Sam as tne front man. 


14 Mr. Espinosa. No, I think Mike told him to get us what 
15 we wanted more or less and he. got it. 


16 Mr. Blackmer. Was it your understanding that Benton was 


ey 


17 connected with the government in any way, tne U.S. government? 
18 Mr. Espinosa. No, at no time did I believe he was 

19 connected with the U.S. Government. 

20 Mr. Blackmer. And nad. Mike at any time Ὅο. γοῦῦ Knowledge 
21 been connected with tne U.S. Government? 

92 Mra Ἐ5ρι 6858. Not that I know of. 

Nae Blackmer. Where did you get tne explosives that you 
24 were going to use? 


25 Mr. Espinosa.. I think we got: them in-frort Lauderdale. 
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1 Mr. Blackmer. Dida you personally get tnem or someone. 
2 else -20l Coen? 


3. ἡ Mr. Espinosa. I taink Miguel Alvarez got tnem. 


4 Mr. Blackmer. Can you tell ws a Little dit about wnat 

5 the plan was for nae eons raid? 

6 Mr. Espinosa. Well, the plan was to try to get the 

7 refinery out of service or out of production so instead of 

8 bringing crude oil into the country and be refined in Cuba, 

g9 they would nave to bring in the gasoline. So, that would have 
10 made a very easy target for us in order to blow up the tankers 
11 Or whatever vessels were used to bring in the gasoline. 

12 Mr... Blackmer. Were you aware that any of these vessels 


13 that were carrying oil to Cuba may have been flying a Russian 


14 flag? 

15 qr. espinosa. No, chls Was a hypothetical thing at the 
16 time. | 

17 Mr. Blackmer. It was not your intention at that time to 


18 provoke an incident between tne U.S. and Russia? 

19 Mr. Espinosa. No, that would nave stopped us from 

90 blowinz. up the Russian ship. - 

21 Mr. Blacxmer. So, you had some knowledge, If understand, 
22 of the particular oil refinery that you were going after? 

23 Mit. Espinosa. Yes. 


Φ 24 Mr. 


na Mr. Espinosa. Well, through a family bdusineses. 


Blackmer. How did-you acquire that knowledge? 


oe Sal 
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Mr. Blackmer. And wnat specifically was that business? 
Mr. eESpinosa. It wase-tnere were industrial inspectors 


wno used to inspect sugar refineries, aleonol and olaces where 


alcohol was being made and gasoline refineries, or oil 


refineries, et cetera, 

Mr. Blackmer. And you had personally gone over this 
particular refinery’? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, 85 a younger man I used to go there 
with inspectors sometimes to make some pocket money or 
Sometning. 

Mr. Blackmer. A part-time job? 

Mr. ESpinosa.. A part. time job, yes. 

Mr. Biackmer. Did you talk με ave financing this 
operation? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Blackmer. And did you know what his particular 
interest was in seeing this operation successfully completed? 

Mr. Espinosa. well, I mean, first we have -to Say tnarc if 
the operation was successful, perhaps we had a shane’ bo 
SEeon ei Gere the country and consequently bring about 
a.change in the politics. Of course, a change ae tne 
political. situation at the time would nave deen a favorable. 
change for Mr. votaaeyts economics or business out there. 

Mr. Blackmer. So, MeLaney nas personally interested in 


regaining some of his possessions in Cuba. 
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22 
Mr. Espinosa. Yes, exactly like tnat. 


Mires 2heocmer Do you Know if ne was involved in any of 


the internal politics in Cuba in the sense--do you know if he 


was sponsoring any particular exile leaders who could possibly 
in the foreseeable future go back to Cuba and take over once 
Castro wae eliminated? 

Mra, (—ESDLNOSa,. .< Gone Know thats 2 dent think so. 

τς. Bleekmer. SO; 15. το your τη τ δῆ. that. Mr. Mebaney 
was doing what little he could and hoping that others would do 
a little and add to tne possible fall of the Castro regime? 

Mr. Espinosa. Exactly; 


Mr. Blacxmer. In July of 1963 outside of New Orleans, 


Loulsianna, a large catch of dynamite and home-made bombs were 


found in the home of Bill McLaney. Could you tell us what you 
know about that catch of arms that was discovered? 

Mr. Espinosa. It was taken there dy me and it was to tbe 
used in other raids. 

Mr. Blackmer. A Similar raid? 

Mr. Espinosa. As the one that was in Cuba. 

Mr. Blackmer. I understand that some of the people that 
participated with you in the June 15 attempt also particlpatedcd 
with you in’ the July attempt. 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

Mr, Blackmer. First of all, it is iy angen ewanGine cna, 


you dlanned on using a B-25 or B-26 domber. 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


HW 54756 Docld: 32246514 Page 23 


WAN Tee QTREST SMA RSSQRTERS RI AENG WASHINGTON OC FON9A 1707) SRa.7345 


HW 54756 


24 


25 


DoclId: 32246514 Page 24 


Ὁ] 
tad 


Mr. EBlackmer., was it tne Be25 or: 8-26? 

“Mr. Espinosa. I cannot rememoer, one or tne otner. 

Mr. seers Who was it that was to get the plane?: 

Mr. Espinosa. The plane was to be delivered to us over 
there. 

Mr. Blackmer. At Pontchartrain? 

Mr. espinosa. Yes, and we were to go over there on the 
plane and take off. 

ie. Beene: Specifically, who was going to go on the 
actual flight? 

Mr. Espinosa. .It was going to be’ a pilot, wnose name 1 
can't remember right. now. 

Mr. Blackmer. Was it Antonio Soto Vasquez? 

Mr. Espinosa. I am not sure; it could be. 

Mr. Blackmer. Who else was to zo on the plane? 

Mr. Espinosa. There were only three people to go on the. 
plane. It was going to be Antonio, if it was--I am not sure, 
and Miguel and myself or sive: Migual or Carlos Hernandez. 

Mr, Blackmer. Was Sam Benton, once again, going to get. 
you the plane? | 

Mra ESplnosa., No. 

Mr. Blackmer. Who was going. to get you the plane? 

ΜΓ. Espinosa. 11 have. no idea. We were tried; the whole 


thing. was departmentalized. 
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24 
Mr. Blackmer. Whose Responses Was. 10, to your 
Knowledge -— was it Lo get the plane? 
Mr. ESpinosa. Financial responsibility, you mean? 
“Mr. Blackmer. Financial responsibility. 


Mr. Espinosa. It was Mike McLaney. 


Mr. Blackmer. And to the best of your Knowledge, Mike was 


going to make sure that the plane was at a specified location? 


MPs ESpinesa.  That-is right. 


Mr. Blackmer. And as to the pilot... dre you take the 


pilot with you or was the pilot supposed to be there with the 


plane? 


Mra  ESpinosa. No. J went. there first. to. that place, and 


then the guy who was going to go with the plane, Carlos 


Hernandez, came from Miami; and the pilot was supposed to meet 


us there once the plane was there or-we knew the plane was 
coming, and ne was going. to fly from Miami to New Orleans. 

Mr. Blackmer., The pilot didn't come with Carlos 
Hernandez? 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 

Mr. δ τἀν Στ: ie ἡ δὴ know an individual named Lauchli 
from Colesville, Illinois? 

Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Blackmer. dow did you come to know. Lauchli? 

Mr. ESpinosSa. Someone gave me his phone number, and I 


can't recall who did it by now, and I called him and I 
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oc 1 inquired if I could go and see him and zet some exolosives and. 
2 get some special detonators made for the bdombos we were going 


3 to. drop in the raid. 


4. Mr. Blackmer. This individual that told you about him, 

5 what did the individual tell you about. Lucnhl27 

6 ‘ir. Espinosa. I was just the John Birch Society who had 
7 helped some of Che Cubans and different officials before. 

8 Mr. Blackmer. You Pete pine. this individual and met 


9 him, I assume, where? 


10 Mrs ~ESpinosas. AG nis: place). at. nis: nouse, 
11 Mr. Blackmer. That. was where? 
12 Mr. Espinosa. In Colesville, Illinois. 
ΓΝ : 43 Mr. Blackmer. Did you then go with him to pick uD” 


AT 

ἥ 
2: ti i 
rte Bee 


14 explosives? 

15 Mr. Espinosa. First, we picked up the exolosives but we 
16 left them at tne place woere he nad them and then we went on 
17 for three or four days making the detonators which were made 
18 from the heads of 61 millimeter mortar snells or 60 millimeter 
19 mortar shells. | 

20 Mr. Blackmer. I assume Mr. Lauchli supplied all of the 
21 individual parts and you and Luchli together made the bombsi 
2 Μτ. Espinosa. We put tnem together and he nad ἃ very 
23 nice working room. 

14 Mr. Blackmer. This was in Colesville, Illinois? 


25 Mr. ἘΒΡιποϑᾶ. “Yes. 
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a 1 Mr. Blackmer. And then did you subsequently take 


2 bomds and munitions witn you to New-.Orleans? 


petet νι ἦν 
peter ay 
ned, ι 
Pad 3 See ener ΔΝ 
fee δὴ 


.ῬΦ 3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 


4 Mr. Blackmer. When you went to New Orleans, where did 


5 you stay? 


6 Mr. Espinosa. I stayed at McLaney's house. 
7 Mr. Blackmer. The same cottage at Lake Pontchartrain? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. Yes but let me say something first. I 


g9 Stayed the first night in a motel, and the next day I drove 


2) 


10 because I wasn't sure I could find a place at night and then- 


11 tne next day I drove over tnere, 


12 Mr. Blackmer. Did you at any time contact Blll McLaney? 
ot 13 MPs: -Espingsa. -L :Gan'’t. recald.if 2 did or not, I) probasly 
Φ 14. τα: 

5... Μεγ, Blackmer. Do you recall ἐξ someone else may ΟΠ 


16 have given you a Key or was the door left open? In other 
17 words, what I am trying to establish is: Did Bill know about 


18 the whole operation? 


19 Mrs SESDINOSas. 1-can'e Say for. certain: 
20 Mr. Blackmer. And you. do not recall whether or not he 


21 physically came to the cottage where you were? 


22. +%§ Mr. Espinosa. No. 

23 Mr, Blackmer. Did you know anyone else in New Crleans at 
οθθ - 
τὰ ᾿ς 24 the time tnat you mignt nave deen in contact witn? 

25 δ, ΞΡ ΠΟ 58: -NO% 
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1 Mr. Blackmer. 


2 Guy Bannister? 


3 ΜΡ, BSOLNOS Sa: 


4 Mr. Blackmer. 


5 in New Orleans? 


6 Mr. ESpinosa: 


7 Mr. Blackmer. 


g David Ferrie? 


9 Mr. Espinosa. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


24 


25 


at 


Did you know an individual by the name of 


Not that I know of. 


A former FBI agent and active, at the time, 


No. 


Do you know, or have you ever heard of 


No. 
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Mr, Blackxmer. Are you familiar with an incividual os teas 
name of Carlcs warcello? 

Mie: SOUL NOSea. . NO. 

Mr. Blackmer. Nick Popich?. 

Mr. Espinosa. WNo. 

Mr. Blackmer. Peter Surisco? 

Mo Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blacxmer. After you arrived at Lake Pontchartrain, a 
day or so later, 1 λεπτὰ Carlos dernandez came and met you 
and I asSume you went over the plan of the ee ae 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Blackmer.. Could you tell us at what point you 
decided against going on the operation? 

“ΜΞ Espinosa. well, somehow the father of Fred Gill, who 
was going to arm the plane, died and. subsequently we nad to 
restructure and the guy had to go to Miami and shortly after 
the burial or something we found out ne had deen picked up by 
the FBl, so we had. to call the operation off. 

Mr. Blackmer. And at any time did you see tne pianes? 

Mr. ESpinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer. After the operation was cancelled, where 
did you g0? 

Mr. Espinosa. 1 came to New York. 

“Mr. Blackmer: Did you. contact McLaney? 


ΜΙ, BSD inosas. “Yes, 1 did. 
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29 
Mr. Blackmer. And did.you-explain to him that the 


operation had been cancelled? 


Mr. Espinosa. NOS For phe time being. | 

Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction? 

Mr. Espinosa. I explained it to him and I thought he was 
reasonable. | 

Mr. Blackmer. After the June 15th raid was Stopped by the 
FBI, did you contact Mike McLaney? 


Mr. Espinosa. Of course. 

Mr. Blackmer. What was his reaction to that? 

Mr. ESpinosa. He was always 4 aeedasueiee and he took 
things very philosophically. 

Mr. Blackmer. Was he upset that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation had, in essence, infiltrated the operation? 

ΜΙ. BSpineosa: ~Noy 


Mr. Blackmer.. Was he aware that someone in the operation 


had leaked the information to the FBI? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we told him. 

Mr. Blackmer. What was ies eeeiion Co ΒΥ 

Mire EES panosa’. We told him we wanted to kill the ΒΟ «Οὐν 
he said, "No, you shouldn't do that." 

Mr. Blackmer. After your trip to New York and your 
contact with Mike McLaney, did you ever again propose a similar 
operation? | | | | 


MPs ESpinosa.. Nox 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


300 7th STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) 554-2345 


HW 54756 Docld: 32246514 Page 30 


30 


1 Mr. Blackmer. Why was that? 
2 Mr. Espinosa. Well, you get tired of failure. 
3 Mr. Blackmer. Well, it was only twice at this: time. 


@ | 4 rs 


5 yers doing the same thing. 


Espinosa. It is only twice, but up to five or six 


6 Mr. Blackmer. In 1962, there was a raid on a hotel in 


7 Havana, a shelling of a hotel in Havana by members of the 


8 DRE. 
9 ‘Mr. Espinosa. It was 1966. 
10 Mr. Blackmer. No, 1962, by members of the DRE, which was 


11 an anti-Castro exile organization at the time. 


12 Mr. Espinosa. Tes: 
13 Mr. Blackmer. Were you familiar with that raid? 
| 6} 14 Mr. Espinosa. No. | 
15 Mr. Blackmer. Did you know that Carlos Hernandez was on 


16 that raid? 


17 Mr. ESpinosa. I have heard that he was, but I wasn't 
1 sure. 

19 Mr. Blackmer. Did you know Manuel Salvat? 

20 Mr. Espinosa. I can't recall. 


21 Mr. Blackmer. Also on that raid was an individual named 


92 Udalia Mayar. 


52 Did you ever hear of that individual? 
Φ 24 ΜΓ. BSpinosa.. 11 ὈὉὨΣΩΚ 50, “yes. 


25 Mr. Blackmer. And do you recall what you have heard 
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3 Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware at any time of any 


4 organized crime efforts co sponsor similar raids similar to 
5 the one that you were on? 

6 MPs BSOLANOSas. οἶδ 

7 Mr. Blackmer. when you were living in Havana and 

8 frequently in the Hotel Nacional, did you ever know an 

9 individual named Norman Rothman? 

10 Mrs ESOINGSe, 165. 

fe Mr. Blackmer. What was the nature of your relationsnip 
12, with him? 


13 Mr. Espinosa. I just saw him a-couple of times; that is. 


14 411. 

15. » Mey Blackmer.. τὰ νοῦ ποῦ. in fact. Know his SON? τ π᾿ 
160 π- 

17 Mos EBSDINOSe. δ: 

18 Mr. Blaekmer. And did you know his son in Havana or 

19 Miami? 

20, Mr. Espinosa. I met him in Miami. 


21 Mr. Blackmer. Was there a particular hotel or bar that 
92 you used to meet? | 

ge Mr. Espinosa. Yes, there was a bar in a notel in Miami 
24 Beach. . He used to have this bar, and [ think wa called nim: 


25 "Cappy," his nick-name, and we used to go quite often to nis 
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2 tir. BSlackmer. And was the alder Rothman there on 


3 oecaslon? 


4 ΜΡ. ESOLNOSa. iayope a couple of times, yes. 
5 Mr. Blackmer. But you hada no specific assoclation with 
6. the elder Rothman? 
7 Mew ESOINOSa. “NO. 
8 Mr. Blackxmer. And at no time acid Norman Rothman nave 
9 need. of your services as far as implementing any clandestine 


10 activities? 


11 Mr. Espinosa. No. 

12 Mr. Blackmer. So, it was just Mike McLaney. 

13 Mr, Espinosa. Yes. 

14 eee ae Blackmer. Did you know an individual named Frank 


16 Mrs Esoinesad.. | don't Coin: So. 
17 ΜΓ. Blackmer. In Havana once again, did you have any 
18 contact with the American Embassy with respect to your. 
19 underground activities? | 
20 Mrs. ESOINOSa.. νδο. 
21 Mr. Blackmer. Did you know any individuals in your group 
22 ΤΕ had connections with the American Embassy? 
25: ἃ δ ς 2SDLnNOSa-, NO. 
Φ 24 Mr. Blackmer. Did you know whether or not your friend, 


25 Rolando Cubela, nad any contact with tne American emdassy? 


πυρὰν 
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ΜΙ. 2S 01nNOSa4 δο.. 


Mr. Slackmer. Cid you nave any contact with tne Central 


Intelligence Agency in Havana? 


Mrs. δ δας “NOt many; Out Troma 200d triena of mine, 
yes. 

Mr. Blackmer. Who was that? 

Mees Εϑριῆοβδ. Carlos: Tepedine.. 7 soni know for sure ne 
WaS an .agent.. 

Mr. Blackmer. Tepedino was a friend of Cubdela, and ne 
nad contact with the CLA? 

Mrs Espinosa. I cannot tell you for sure if he had 
contact with the CIA but this is what we all believed at the 
Cime. 

Mr. Blackmer. Is there any individual that you may nave 
Suspected that nae had contact witn? 

ΜΓ, ESDInNOSa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer. Have you heard of an individual named 
David Phillips? 

Mra. BSDIROSas. No, 

Mr. Blackmer. Did vi ever see Frank Sturgis at any of 
the gambling casinos in Havana? ° 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer. Were you aware of any of trank Sturgis’ 
activities with Fidel Castro prior to Castro's take~over? 


Mr. ESPinoSa.: “NOx 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, © 


HW 54756 Docld:32246514 Page 47th STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20024 (202) 334-2345 


25 


tir, Blackmer. Bo you eau an individual named Gerald 
Patrick Hemming? 

Mr. Espinosa. I think I met him once or twice in Miami. 

Mr, Blackmer. And did you Nave any dealings with 
Hemming? 

Mr. Espinosa. Nothing at all. 

Mr.. Blackmer. What did you know about Hemming? 

Mr. Espinosa. Nothing. What. we thought we Knew about 
him is that he was always ἜΤ with the Cubans that were 
trying to do something but the word was he ΤΠ for the 


FBI or CIA or somebody, and no one ever took him very 


Seriously about anything or confided in him for anything. 


Mr. Blackmer. Where were you on November 22, 1963? 

Mr. Espinosa. That was the. assassination? 

Mr. Blackmer. Yes. 

Mr. Espinosa. In New York. 

Mr. Blackmer. When you learned of the essassination--and 
I assume you saw newscoaper articles and television coverage of 
the assassination--did you recognize Lee Harvey Oswaid. as 
having seen him before? 

Mr. Espinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackxmer. dad you heard anything after the 
assassination from any of your friends in the Cuban exile 
ποσὰ that may have implicated any one of the old Cudan 


exiles in the assassination? 
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nad 1 Mr. Espinosa. ‘No, never. 
2 Mr. Blackmer,. After tne Bay of Pigs, what. was the 


3 reaction to nim of the Cuban exiles that you knew? I am sure 


4 they were very disappointed. and were many of them violently 
5 angry against Kennedy himself or wie UsSe Government? 

6 Mr. Espinosa. Not really against him, azainst the CITA 
7 mainly or against the government and not against Kennedy. 


8 Mr. Blackmer. What was their general feeling as the 


9 cause of the failure of the Bay of Pigs? 


10 Mr, Espinosa. The CIA. 
11 Mr.-Blackmer. How do you mean? 
: 12 Μη. ἔϑρίηοβθδ.. “Well. ϑῆουϊα Σ ξὸο into [15 8 1100197 
13 Mra Blacker. “res. 2 think SO. 
14 uae Espinosa. when the question was risen by tne pilots 


15 in Guatemala, if you are going to go to the Bay, go in with a 
16 B=-25 or B+26. 8-26, let us say, is a tactical Dbomoer plane 
17 and now this kind of plane, if I remember, it has eignt 

18 50-caliber machine guns in the nose and two in the tail and so. 
19 Οὔ. 


20 And in order for this plane to fly from Guatemala to Cuba 


Lad 


21 and be able to have a feeder for 30 minutes operation in the 


22 area and bomb or machine gun for 30 minutes and come back to 


Lad 


93 Guatemala, all of this. ammunition and all of the machine guns 
24 nave to be taken from the olane and put additional gasoline 


55. ὉΔΏΚΒΞ, “En 
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1 SO, the question was aroused -- and how do you say in. 


2 English -~ 1t was raised of what happens when we get there 
Φ 3 without any fighter protection and the planes are going to 


4 be in the air and they are going to be knocked down? 

5 So, the answer to that was that there were going to be 

6 two or three bombing raids and one in San Antonio Bay in 

7 Havana and another one in another place and another one in 

8 Valdo Beach at the airport, and just destroy it and make it a 

9 pretentious strike and destroy Castro's air cane: on the 

10 ground. 

11 SO, everybody was very content with this explanation, and 
12 the strike took over and Roa, who was a Cuban ambassador to 
13 tne united Nations, made a big fuss at the time. So, there 

Θ 14 was a big fuss in the United Nations and they came up with Se 

45 pictures of the planes, ana then it was found that this story 
16 that the air force had been bombed by Cuban pilots belonging to 
17 Fidel Castro's army who had defected, it was a lie because 

18 the models of the Cuban planes were a different model; 

19 Like you have a DC-9B or DC-9C, ἐν 15. that. PLgnt? 

20 So, when Stevenson, who was ambassador to the United 

21 Nations -- when he went to Kennedy and the third strike was 

22 called ΟΡ, ΔΊΟΥ. Lert. Castro with about two or three planes 
23 were left 85:8 consequence of the Stevenson convincing 

Φ 24 the president at a time. to call off 


25 
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the third raid; so consequently we lost all of the planes. 

Mr. Blackmer. Is that one of the specific reasons why the 
invasion failed? | | 

Mr.Espinosa. Yes, I would think so. 

Mr. Blackmer. Because Castro's air force was able to 
anninilate the bombers and also the Tce ships? 

Mr. eee As long as we had a boat we could really 
take and maintain a piece of land over there until the forces 
of the Organization of American States would come in, and as I 
understood by friends of mine who were there, all of the snips, 
the pattie Ships were right there and the carrier and the 


whole thing. 


So, I guess the whole thing was that somehow people 


thought it was as usual, the usual CIA screwed-up thing, and 


“they thought it was Stevenson who really precipitated the 


whole thing. But nobody -- maybe because they were Sympa- 
thetic, but nobody bothered about blaming Kennedy ΓΟ τς 

Mr. Blackmer. So, it was your feeling at the time that 
the CIA was noted for inefficient. operations. In your 
training, did you feel like you were given adequate and 
sufficient training? 


Mr ESpanesa.: AS 1 said to “vou. the Otner day, Τ did, and 


300 guys did, but not the whole force that invaded Cuba. And 


then this might not have been'a CIA decision and might have 


been a decision saying you have to get the guys over there and 
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1 it is now or never. 
2 So, what I am saying is, as I said EG you the other day, 
3 1t is the fault of the Cubans. If we had gotten in there in 
® 4 the beginning. and so on and so on. 
5 Mr. Blackmer. Did many Cubans understand this to be the 
6 Situation; that the failure should fall on their shoulders? 
7 Mr. Espinosa. They were all heroes, even if they never 
g Saw a gun in their lives. They are all heroes, and so you have 
9 to blame things on other people and not on yourselves, and the 
10 Main reason why we failed should fall upon our shoulders to 
11 begin with. 
12 Mr. Blackmer. It is your testimony then that you par- 
13 ticipated in an infiltration before the Bay OT Pigs, and 
@ 14 after the Bay of Pigs you were on three or four more infil- 
15 trations into Cuba? 
16 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
17 Mr. Blackmer. And as I recall, what we are trying 
18 to do today is get on the record all of the things we had 
19 discussed in our. interview with you. | 
0 Mr. ESpinosa. Let me tell you something. There was a 
21 file somewhere with the days and the people that went into 
27 ΠῚ 2ntaloration, πὰ “Το πα t δ᾽ that because. T- have 
23 seen it many, many years ago. | 


® 24 


25 
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Ree " 1 Mr, Blackmer. Where exactly did you see tnis file? 
2 “Mr. é€spinosa. I.saw it and I was going with somebody woo 


3 was a civil servant and he snowed it to me as a-favor dut I 


4 know tnere is a file. 


‘5 Mr. Black«mer. And this file you Saw, where was it, in 

6 Miami? 

7 Mr. Espinosa. No, I didn't see it in Miami. 

8 Mr. Blackmer. Would you like to tell us where you saw 

G. ALG 

10 Me eS0 nossa, Now 

11 Mr. Blackmer. And to your knowledge it details eacn one 


12 of tne operations that you personally were involved in? 


13 Mr. Esoinosa. Yes. and the persons involved and. friends 


14 Of mine and people involved in tne other operations with me 
19 from the CIA and the whole thing. 

16. .Ὁὕὃ Mr; Blackmer. Is it your feeling that, as you expressed 
17 the other day, that these subsequent operations were merely 
18 done by the CIA just to keen control or taps on some of tne 
19 Cubans? 

20 Mr. Espinosa. Either that or to get us Killed, one tnaing 
91 or the other. 

92 Mr. Blackmer. And you felt that the operations them- 

23 selves were meaningless? 

24 Mr. ESO1nOSsa « Not ‘only that; you two nave deen in tne 


25 army, is that right? And you Know, you can understand tnat. 
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Anyway, τῷ you have a box of 20 caliber macnine gun 


ammunition, you know exactly, you know when.you open 


tne 


ammunition dbox you. are goinz to find the required ammunition 


4 and wnen you start going on tne operation and you. open up a 30 
5 caliber ΠΡ box and you start finding 45 caliber 
6 ammunition, you start wondering because these things come like 
7 that. 
8 After ἃ ἔθη years they take them away because it is like 
9g a prescription in a pharmacy and tney deliver tnoem to you from 
10 an army camp or from an army depot or something, and what it 
144 Says outside, believe me, you will find inside. 
12 If you do not find inside what is outside, if you do not 
13 find it, you wonder who changed it and why was it changed? 
jas Mr. Blackmer. How large were the groups that you 
15. infiltrated with? 
16 Mr. Espinosa. Small groups, three or four. 
17 Me. Blackmer. And were you. paracnuted in or were you 
ig brought in by sea? 
19 Mr. Espinosa. Wwe ene: eioage Base in by sea. The name 
20 of that Frank I mentioned before it Frank Sernardino. 
21 Mr. Blackmer. This was an individual you knew? 
22 Mrs oes He was a good friend of Artime.. 
" 23 Mr. Slackmer. And Cudela? 
ἰῷ 
᾿ 24 Mr. Espinosa. No. 
pater antes ee er ἀπο τ a a τ νυ : 
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4 
Mr. Blackmer. In February of 1963 there was a Story 


circulated that certain Russian technicians were hiding 


in the hills an-Cuoba-and<tyat they wanted to defect. As 


a result. of this a.man by the name of Eddie Bayo Bre duende 
Perez, with 10 other men, were infiltrated into Cuba. They 
were never seen again. 

Had you heard during the time this story about the 
Russian technicians? 

Mr. ESpinosa. It is the first time that I heard of it 
at the panes yes. 

Mr. Blackmer. | That the Russians were in Cuba; but had 
you heard any of them were hiding and ready to defect? 

Mr. ESpinosa. No. 

Mr. Blackmer. What had you heard about the Russian 
technicians at the time? 

ΜΥ. Espinosa. Well, what I heard at the time was that 
long before that time, long before 1963, there was Alphonzo 
Carol and there was Siva -- the last name, and I cannot 
remember the first name -~ and they were in a CIA mission:-in 


Cuba and Uney reported to the CilA. or: at least they said they 


were technicians or they were putting things together and they 
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1 didn't know exactly wnat it was, so they were not briefed for 
2 τιν. gservicular mission and so I nave aeaérd. 

3 “re. Blaokmer. was this before 1962? 

4 “Mr. Espinosa.  2efore 1962, yes. 

5 “ir. Blackmer. Was it. before the Eay of Pies? 

6 Mr. Espinosa. S8efore the Say of Pigs. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. But you had not heard of that other story. 
8 Mra Espinosa. [ns first time I neard abdout this story 


9 about the Russians 


10 MI. 


Blackmer., 


nm the hills is now. 


ἐ 


-And you were aware of General Bayo ζοϑοᾶνα. 


11 the general who trained Castro? 


Espinosa. 


Yes, I have neard about 


12 Mr. the old.man, yes. 
13 Mr. Blackmer. Did you personally know him? 

14 Mr. Espinosa. No. 

15 Mr. Blackmer. Did jou auee see him? 

16 Mrs BSpinosSas.. NOx 

17 ‘Mr. Blackmer. were you aware of any ecnildren he tay nave 
18 had? 

19 | ΜΠ Espinosa. NO. 

20 Mr. Blackmer. And you do not Know Eddie Bayo or Eduards 


22 ΜΡ. 
99 Mr. 


like. 


25 relationship With him. 
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espinosa. 


Blackmer., 


to. ἃϑ8κ ὃ. few questions, 


ὦ think ‘John Hornbeck would | 


NOS - 


esnecially adout Cubela and your 
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8.3 
John. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you state the first time that you met 
Rolando Cubela and what your relationship was Wicca Ὧ1π|. 1ἢ 
Cuba? 

Mr. Espinosa. I must have met Rolando when I was about 
12 or 13 years old. because ne used to go, or we used to nave a 
very good protestant school in the city in which I was born. 
And 8. Lot δὲ people from all over Cuba used to go there to get 
on που ἐς Ἐ δὴ: | 

He was going to this school and I.met him at that time,. 
and I was 12 or 13 and he must have been 15 or 16 years old at 
Chat tine. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Were you friendly with any of his 
relatives and was he friendly with any of your ΠῚ. 

Mr. Espinosa. I was friendly with his father and with 
nis mother and mainly with his brother, and his father, I saw 
nim and he was always lost somewhere and I was very friendly. 
with his-mother and with his Sister, Cari. 

Mr. Hornbeck. After this first schooling with Rolando, 
did ἘΠῚ eoatinue to stay-in contact with him? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, mainly because he was a very good 
friend of Jose Antonio Echeverria. 

Mr. Hornbeck. And I take it Echeverria was ἃ good friend 
of yours? 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes, we used to live about 20 minutes from 
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Mrs, HOrnovecKk... Bid three of you attent any scnools or 
higher education? 

Mr. Espinosa. We 311 went to the University of Havana. 

Mr. Horndeck. Were all three of you there at 
approximately the same time? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, they were there before I was there 
and by tne time [I got there they were big snots already. 

Mr. Hornbeck. What was Cubela's course of study at tne 
University and what political activities at the University was 
he engaged in? 

Mr. Espinosa. It is funny, Rolando started to be ἃ 
doctor.and he was studying to de a doctor. 

Mr. Hornbeck. You are speaking of a medical. doctor? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, and I do not know whether he 
graduated or not and his political activities were very, very. 
limited in tne sense that ne would sort of follow tne 
aCELVICLES:-OF, Antonio mainly. 

Mes ΠΟΥ ΘΟ -And-weas. 15. τσ α΄ pattern ΞΟ Ὁ ΠΩ 
University when you arrived, that Ecneverria was areal leader 
and Cubela was associated with nim? Ν 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. What year did you first enter the 
University? 


Mr. Espinosa. 1954. 


- 
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SP ie Mr. Hornbeck. And was the University a strongly 


2: POLIT ILGal Kind of τηβυινοτἊ τὴν 


Φ 3 Mr. Espinosa. Yes, very much. 
4 Mr. Hornoeck. And you graduated from the University? 
5 Mr. Espinosa... No, I was there one year and it was that 


6 we nad a lot of fights with the bolice and shoot-outs and the 
7 like. 


8 Me. Hornodeck. What was the maln contention detween the 


5 
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Students. and the police regime at that time? 


Mr. ecspinosa. Dictetorshio, democracy .and tne trouole 


were having with a dictator you don't like and the Cubans have 


Castro now. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Who was the dictator at that time? 

Mr. ESPINOSA. -Batlsta, 

Mr.. Hornbeck. And who were the students supporting if 
there was anyone candidate? 

Mr. Espinosa. What is that?. 

Mr, Hornoeck. We did the students support or was it 
just against Batista? 

ie. dees Mainly the last president, Prio. M[nere 
Was ἃ lot of g00d nature end idealogical Ssoliticking. in tre 
University, and there was. a lot of politicking done by other 


guys who had been in. the University for a long time and the 


kind of students who never graduated, professional students, 


and I think Prio was to butter them up ana keep them flaming, 


and there were different sections. 

But in general, everybody liked Prio and there was a 
democratic government and nere came Castro and ne screwed it 
Ups 

Mr. Hornbeck. When you left the University, were Cubdel 


and Echeverria still at the University? 


Mr. &Spinosa: Yes. 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did there come a time wnen you joined them 
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ον 1 in any anti-Castro activity or anti-Batista activities? 
Zo: Gs Mr. Espinosa. [ἃ will explain to you. I was in tne 
@ : 3 University for one year and I didn't study, and all we did the 


4 wnole time was just trying to. get something going against 
-§. Batista. . There were so many clashes an the police and 
6 peoole snot and this and that. 
7 And my fatner took me out and sent me to LSU. I! stayed 
8 there one year and then [ became of age, 18, and my grand-~ 
9. father died, and so I decided to quit and go on andtake over 
10 the ranch tnat my grandfather had left me at tne time. 
11 So, I went over there and minding my own business and 
12 working and not messing in politics and 1 used to spend three 


13 or four weeks over there or 40 days and then go to Havana for 


14. 8 weekend or tnree or four days. And tnen one time I went fo 
15. Havana sage Rellends called me and ne had just--or Antonio had 
16 just been to Mexico to see Castro and they had a. meeting in 
1 MEXLOO. | 

18 So, he said, "We are going to have. ἃ meeting with about 


49°10 or 12 guys in the University and Jose Antonio told me to call — 


21 Mr. Hornbeck. Can. you tell us aporoximately wnat year 
99 UNS Was? 
Φ 22 Mr. Espinosa. 1956. This was the day before Colonel 
; 24 Blanco was.snot, the day before he was shot. 


o5 ΜΡ. Hornbeck. Can you identify what position he held? 
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Espinosa. 
Hornbeck, 
ESpinosa. 
Hornbeck. 


ESpDinOSsa. 


48 
Who is that? | 
Blanco. 
He was head of milivary intelligence. 
Under the Batista regime? 
Yes. 


And tnat day, what ---. 


That day Rolando called me and he said, "We 


are going to meet at the square in the University at 1:10 


o'clock, and Jose Antonio told me to call you." And 501 got 


over there and we were about 10 or 12 guys, and Castro was 


going to come, 


and he sent me regards from the guy who was 


killed and we had to start really cracking and getting things 


done over there, like shooting the big guys or chief of police 


and so on; and military intelligence and all of that. 


SO, we made three groups of four people each, and I can 


remember who was there in case you want the names, but I don't 


think it is of interest to you because most of them are dead, 


and maybe except for Rolando. 


MIs 


Hornbeck. If you can remember the groups and what 


targets those particular groups had. 


Mrs 
ANTONLO, 
Mr. 


Mr. 


Bspinosa. 


The people who were there were Rolando, 


Macnin and Machado. 


Hornbeck. 


ESDENOSa. 


Was that- his first name? 


No, it was his last. name; “and. 1 οδη ὃ. 


remember his first name. There was a Rodriquez.. 
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Mr. Hornbeck. What was tne first name? 
Mr. Espinosa. -Nutosa. There was Joe Westorook and there 


WaSe--I cannot remember his name now and he is dead anyway,. and 


- 


all of the people that were there. 

Mr. Hornbeck. So, did the groups divide into tnese four 
areas with specific targets in wind? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, one group was geoinz to take care of 
Usalace who was chief of police and we were the youngest ones 
and we got the easiest one, who was Slanco Irco, and then tne 
others were together going to take care of Taberinalla. 

Mr. Hornbeck. What position did he hold? 

“Mr. Espinosa. The army chief. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Were any of these groups successful in 
Carrying out. Cneir targets? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Of the grouos, which ones were successful? 


ir. Espinosa. . Our group; we were the one wno got lucky 


Mr. Hornbeck. What was to be your oarticular role in the 
assassination of Blanco I[Irco? 

Mr. ESpinosa. -Just to stay in-the car and worked with a 
Zgun over tnere to see if someone was coming. 

Mr. Hornbeck. Can you describe just oOriefly wnat 
occurred tne day he was killed? 


Mr. Espinosa. Rolando called me and I was not at home. 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


Docld: 322746514 Page 450 


παν ee oe ee RPA ATEN ALI IAI LAE A ΔΙ κι TN A ARANDA [AND ΖΞ 3048 


90 


1 I was at my girlfriend's, and it was a Saturday, and ne called 


Ψ 


2 me over tnere and he wanted to pick me-up and we tooK my car 


3 and we picked up two zZuys and a nanc grenede. 


vos am te aoe > 


4 Mr. Hornbeck. Rifles or pistols? 


5 ΜΡ. ESOLAOS a+ Two pistols, one 45 and one 2 Spans 

6 Start, and then we went to pick up Carbo, Pedro Carbo--that is 
7 the last name and we gave each otner a rendezvous at 10:90 

8 o'clock. I left Rolanco at his home and I went home and I 

g9 took a nap and I took a shower and I went tnere at 10:00 

190 O'clock and they were not there. 

11 So, I went to three or four different places where we 

12 were supposed. to be because the guy was supposed to be tnere, 


13 and I thought maybe I was late or they were early. I thought 


14 it was my fault and I couldn't find him and about half past 12 
16 Or 10:00 δὐδηϊσεῖς, I said, "well, nothing happened," and I 

16 don't know what happened and I went to sleep. The next 

17 morning I just heard on the radio that tney got the guy. 

18 Mr, Hornbeck. After that particular event, what kind of 
ig SSE Ta κῶς τσ ΤΉ ΞῈ the Batista regime did you engage in with 
Ὁ Rolando and Echeverria? 

on Mrs Espinosa. Let me try to synchronize oecause tnen [ 
22 nad to leave tne country. 

93 Mr. Yornbeck. He was immediately suspected? 

ae 24 Mr. Espinosa. He was not immediately suspected. At tne 


95 time we were so young and I don't think they would suspect. us 
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fee 1 and they were thinking of old gangsters, and some of his 
2 professional students that were there. Actually, I think that 


3 they got Cubela but anyway at that time he was out of the 


4 counery. 

=: Mr. Hornbeck. Do you Know where he went? 

6 Mr. Espinosa. He went to Miami. I think for a long time 
7 I didn't see him and the other people were trying to carry on 
8 with their targets, and I wasn't in contact with Antonio for 

9 adout a year. Then, he called me one cee and we had a meeting 
‘orang we were talking about making an assault on tne Presi- 

11 dential Palace and that is the last time that 1 Saw him. 


12 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately what was the ρ1βδὴ date of 


13 the assault.on the palace? 


14 Mr. Espinosa. I think he got a letter--I am sure--from 
15 Castro that he showed to all of us who were there at that 

ie meeting that day, and the letter was sayinz, "Well, after 120 
17 days or .90 days or 200 days that JI have Seen in the Sierra 

18 Mastros, in the hills, you naven’t done anything yer." 

19 lt wes @ kind Of 8 letter that was: really trying: to ‘make 
20 him feel like a shit, and I know this was ἃ muca more 

21] complicated thing ae it was only going to oe tne students who 
22 were going to do it. 

93 Then, oa oan people ὙΠ other organizations and 

©@ | 94 relatives in the otner organizations, the far Tiga. ἀπά: 

25 ex-politicians like Sandro and oeople like that and I saw nim 


/ 
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“age 1 tnat day and ne said, "I will be in touch witan you," an 
2 never got in touch with me. 


3 Mr, Hornoeck.. Did there come a time when Cubela returned 


4 to Miami? 


5 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
6 ' Mr. Horadvecx. Can you tell us approximately when phae 
7 was? 
8 Ἔν ss espinosa. It must have been tne end of 1957. 
9 Mr. Hornbeck. And from tne period? 
. 10 Mires Espinosa. [It was. tne middle of Sa Cnree: or four 


11.months after that time of the Presidential Palace. 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. from the period of mid '57 through the 


13 first part of 1959, what was your association with Cubela? 


14 Mr. ESpinosa. You see, everydody was so burned up ail or 
16 the time in Havana, everybody had to go Co “tne hills and [I nad 
16 a very good relationship witna the Sen of the actual president 

17 of the senate in Cuda at the time, and ne was a very good 


18 friend of mine. 


19 Mr. Hornbeck. Who was that? 

20 Mr. Espinosa. Alfred Gonzalez. 

21 Mr. Hornbeck, Would you tell us about the old man first? 
22 Mr. Espinosa. Tne old man was Anselmo Alliegro. and ne 


23 was president of the Senate at the time, and ne was one of tne 
nee | 24 dig shots. I met his step-son when 1 Was im Louisianna State 


25 and we were close friends. 
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Dlaces and meet people and pass messazes 


SO, I was somedody who could 


and more or less protected and I could Une. αι δ ἀν to: 20. 


and 


hills and so on without much risx of anytning naopening to me. 
Oo 


Mr. Hornbeck. So, wnere was Rolando Cubela curing this 


Beriod then υὑρῷΡ' υηὉ 1} he Clime whem Batista tert the first οὗ 
January? 


Mr. ESoOinosa. He was in the hills all of tne time. 


Mr. Hornbeck. What was nis group and what relation did 


they have with tne Castro group? 


Mr. Espinosa. They nad no relation at all. 
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- ἶ “r. Hornbeck, They were fighting independently? 
2... Me. Espinosa. Independently, and trying to get to Havana 
is 3 before Castro did, and so. you have an idea what the realities 


5. Frovince to the Province of Sante woerae ANd  ΠΤ ΗΝ oon 
6 be: 150" Or 150 qien. 

7 In Santa Clara tnere were plenty of ceople fisnting 
9 and it was not only the student sroup: vhnere wa 
10 people of the Willian “Morgan group which were the taoird 

1 and they alone with 2,500 people. But Castro. wanted to 

12 chair over there somehow to control the situation, and Ὁ 


13 the things, or the orders was to dispose of Rolando Meno 


14 Mr. dornbeck. You are saying one of the missions ὃ 
15 Guevara was to eliminate or kill both Menoya and Cubela 


16 tnat Castro would ve the only leader? 


17 Mea τ δον. Tes. 

18 Mrs. ποδός: OW τ εν evs: That. τῆ ΓΟ ΘΟ 

19 Mr. gSpinosa. from’ Cuoela and from otner pyeoole wn 

20 there at the time, scecause tne tning is that somenow the 
| 21. Found out oy ‘SOule Of Une Students from che Universi ty:-of 

22 Oriente who were witn Castro. 

23. Mr. HOPNDeCK.. Nas there any confrontation τὴ eit 

Φ 24: “EAS ΟΠ ἀγα οὖ Castro? 
25. Mr. SS0tnosa. One errived tasre and took aim and ὦ 
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mr. nmornoeck. Approximately what time period was this; 


Cen YOU Dinboint tnau. tor ws? 


:-- 
Ω, 
ra ie 
2) 


Via ESDINnGSe:. “Lois wou ive. been octeder, September or 


ὍΡΟΥ “ot 1956 


Mr. mornbeck. Batista leaves Havana anproximately the 
first of January of 1959? 

oe ESpinosa. Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. What arrangements, if any, were made 
between the various groups then? 

MYs: BSPpinosay . WOtning. 

Mr. Hornbeck. How did it come about that Fidel Castro 
tnen came to power anc Cutela and wMenoya and some of tne other 
leaders did not come to pcwer? 

Mr. eSpinosa. 1 con't know. I always wondered aodcut 
that myself. and as 1 said to you, 1 used to be in the 
nospital room with sxolanco at tne time when ne was wounded, 


when ne was going tnrougn the operation with the arm, and I 


Was tnere wnen Castro came to see nim, and when Che came to 


see nim and raul Castro came to see him, and when tne other 
leacers from the student groups came to see him. Tney nad 


discussions scout this and, first of Εἰ θυ were all of the 


people, wiser: people, bdetter trained by tne Communists of 
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rs@, ana tney Knew -exactly what we were S ale We σι τ 
2 «Know exactly what we were ccing ne Were τα τ «a wer ene 
3 once the war was over, we didn't know what to do and we didn't 
4 nave any amodition of sower. 
5 Ang when I say “we,' I don't count end I am talking about 
6 tne people who were there; mostly I am talkinz about Rolando, 
7 and there was no ambition cf power or any of that. There wes 
8 Just: co get the συγ σῦν. end Uieo 2S. tt. Cur Sim was to <stop. 
9 wnen these people's aims were very well planned for far ahead. 
10 rir. mornoeck. Did there come a time when you anc Cubela 
1. 20: LU cas τὸ Nour aces of Castro? 
12 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
13 Mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell us approximately when that 
14 nmapoened, and can you describe how you came apart? 
15 hits Espinosa. well, aS 1 Said δῷ tae pees when ne 
16 came into tiavana, immediately they called me and they said, 
17. “ROLEACO: LS Boling to be Vere an about on2 nour and tney want 
18 you to be at the University." 
19 de came in 15 or 20 minutes late, and ne said to aie, I 
20 think we are gclng to nave a lot of crobdlems witn Castro and 
21. the 26th of July as a symbolic toning, decause so many of our 
22 friends got killed-on the attack of the Presiacential. ralace, 
23 and Antonio was killed. that day, and not there but another. 
244 cart of. Havana, and we went and took tne Presidential Palace 
25 as a gesture and 8. symbolie thing. 
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2 time. Then I started aisa 


3 guess I was a wise ass at the time, especially. about the 
4 things that we were letting Castro get away with, essecially 


5. where ne had to take adsolute cower over everything and we 


- 

= 
43) 
< 
Mm 
~ 


6- were getting oull shit in return. And the fact was 
7 liked the guy; and oe a matter of fact, I nated nim and 
8 never Knew his polities ovecause I don't know. 

9 Some people find out their wives or girls are fooling 
10 around with somebody else for two or three years, and just 


11 from the beginning I thought this was going the wrong way. So 


12, 1 started having arguments with Roland 


O. 


and asking for 

Φ 13 explanations from nim, because this was not what we fouzht for 
14 and not what our friends died for, and."So you are becoming an 
15: “e@eomelice of Castro end 1 csarnot understand this.” 
16 me sald, why do you say that, and wny are you putting uo 
WW WER this?" 


a“ 


18 I said, “And tney are taking land away from people anc 
19 tney are snooting soldiers who never snot in the whole war ane 
20 just shooting them and there was no trial, and I have.seen thea 
21 trials and they: were mockeries, and whether they were guilty 
22 OF not guilty, LOey σοὺ Sd0t. and that 425 20." 

δ 23 So ne wouldn't give me tne rignt answers, and ne would 
26. “Say, “weil, there 5.6 revolucion,” -fnd: 2 seid,  ἀδη Ὁ 


25. ‘UNGerstand:faat, Rolanqo, nd: 1 -<€On”t.understand τῷ; and 1 


WO 
0d 


rethine and vou 2 ot iin δ bis z 
3 something and you are not doing anytning, and you are claying 


4 15 ovall game." 
5 In tne deginning we discussed these matters 


68 started getting very close in, and 


_ 
— 
—_ 
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7 it. And tothe point one day we had a discussion in my house 


8 and ne told my mother, "When your son goes to jail, then call 
2 me, “and 1 said, *l-won't call you." 

10 Mr. dornceck. Rolando said that to your mother? 

11 ΜΙ, ξἔϑδϑριῃοββϑ. Las. 

12 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately when did you léave davana? 
13 Mr. Espinosa. I left Havana in 1959S. | | 

14 Mr. Hornbeck. anen in 1959? 

15 mrs ESOiNGSe,.. | con't. “now of Le wes Cetoser-or 


af 


16 September or tovember; somewhere between Cetober and pecemoer, 
17 MPs MOrnoeck, Οὐιην, toe period of time -taaet. you Gene to 
18 tne United States and went to train in the bey Of Pics end 
19 came back to the United States, did you have any contact with 
20 Cubdela? 

21 Mr. ESpinosa. Well, some guys and myself, we thought at 


22. Che πὸ we were. allowed bo 2o co. Soutn America δῆς. 2 add some 


@ 23. otners were going to Panama or Nicaragua, and so we got the 
24 idea -- and there is one thing I forgot to tell you. 
25: πὸ δ, OSeinnine δ chines Sezen, δ Was 2 let δὲ 
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4 copule of hundred of Tnompson submachine guns, and some 
5. mortars, a 190 tank gun, and somehow all of the things were 


S hidden ὃν me. 


7 Rolando told me to hide it in a place, that we were going 
8 to need it one day. So I hid it in my house, and we had a 


9 very ὉΣ8 nouse, so olg tnat.when they came looking for these 
10 they couldn't find it because it NSS Lesae old castle anc 
11 ΤΠ. hidden doors, hidden panels and tninzgs like 
12. ΤΡ Θ τς | 

ΠῚ 13 ‘They came Looking on ae and they τα t find 10. and se 
14 about two or three weeks after that I ait the whole thing in 3 
15 truck end took it to 8 resort very near to where I was born, 
16 in Varadero. 
17 So I took it over there and we decided, a few guys who 
18 were going to do something, go to the hills or do somethin 
19 and we came out with this idea to go to some otner country and 


2 οὐ. Something so we could get away and Gover cur Activities. 


21 we Zot caught. 
22. Mr, dornoeck. By whom? 
23 ‘irs Espinosa. By Castro. 
= 24 w@ got caugnt, and we were taken to Military 


25 Intelligence, and tnere were about six or seven of us, 


fh) 
τς 
Ω. 
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᾿ ὩΣ j : ae ey = n - - ~ Η - 
|} they got all tne weapons. Someone scuealed and uCney 
΄ι' oa ~ « be ~ ~ Ty -» os t σι ~ meal 
Zz DOP Lira ood SOmCOOGY if. tne fYrouc. “nd lL gon’ t Know whet was 


4 and so we were uncommunicated for several days and we wer 
5 questioned, and we were sticking to our story we going to 
6 Guatemala. or someplace else. And I seh Hennes Aes, anc 
7 Rolando was in Spain and my motner called him end he came over 
8 ane: δ 266 us: our. 

9 Mr. hornbeck., was tnere any particular reason he was in 


10 Spain at tnat time? 


11 Mr. Espinosa. He was a playboy. 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. It had nothing to do with Castro? 
Φ 13. Mr. gSpinosa. No. He went over tnere to have a good 


4 time, and so actually the tnreaat that he made, “Call me and I 
1S will help you," and my mother called him and ne came over and 
IO. Ὧδ6 ξοῦ ω8 Cut. 


a 


17 Mr. HOrnbeck. Aiter your period: 1η Lhe δι δα States. 


μι" 


18 did you nave any contact with him?. 
19 Mra 2SpPinosas. Noe “Ihe only time LT had conteot was when 


20 I told you that I went to Paris and these people contacted me. 


a Ὗ 


ἢ 


21 MES SHORPMOSCKs aly ΘΠ: Oli. VO Bem δι ΞΘ". ἃ: want, ἘΦ 

22 establish whether Or not, during the years that you were.in 
©@ 23 One united States and training for the Bay of Pigs and were tn 
-24 New York, that you nad no direct contact WLU πιο aid vou 


25. Nave vany In@irece contact: tnroug 


Sis. 


J 
ἘΞ 
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: 1 “Pe, BSD noosa mever, 
2 yoga HOrNOSCK, HDOCOXLHELE LY δῦ Year LG You ἐδ τῷ 
oy Soaun 2 dee 
4 Mir. ESpinosa. I went to Spain -~ you mean now, in the 
5 last few years? 
6 MT ac Hernoeek. o. 
7 Mars Espinosa. [T never went to Spain. I told you the 
8 other cay. 
9 mr. Hornoeck. Approximately wnat year did you zo to 
10 Paris? 
11 .Mr. eESpinosa. [I went to Paris in 1964 or 1965. 
; 12 MP HOPNOeCK sa -~NOULGd 10 -nNelp you: Go. know << 
Φ 13 Mr. Espinosa. I think 1t was 196: Ὁ 685. 
SEN , 
14 Mr. Hornbeck. Would it refresh your memory that, 
15: according to government records, you came.to New York and 
16 first contacted Paniereetom Senate approximately in June or 
17 tnereaodouts in 1965? 
18 ifs ESOlnoOSse, Yes: 
19 Mir. dornbeck., Wow would your New Yorx trip then nelp 
20 your memory as to wnen you first went to. Paris? 
at Mr. &Spinosa. well, I came back to Hew York from Paris 
fa Eng. 1 contacted then immediately, and SO this must nave ceen 
Φ | 23. five days before or six days before. 
ἐκ 24 οι, dornbeck. Can you tell us why you went to Paris?’ 
25: ιν “ESOINOSa: WO.. Pt: was: JUSU- A trio end’ Τ wens τὸ 


ee 


is. 
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2 mir. riorabeck. You-were en 


stom we “| - — ΜῈΝ ΕΑΝ = ᾿ ee . Md a . 
ΘΟ 20 το. tine 1n no 2nti- 


ὃ. Cestro Sct v7 criss? 


Δ Mr. ESCinosSa.~ sOEn ine. 

5 Mr. mornoeckx. “You were not worxing for the CLA au: biat 
6 ewer 

7 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 

8 Mr. Hornbeck. Approximately when did you end your 

9 services or employment with the CIA? 

10 Mr. ESpinosa. I would say in the end of 1941. 

11 Mr. Hornbeck. When you arrived in Paris, did you have a 


~: 


12 contact who gave you some information abdout Cubela? 


#2 13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
. 14 Mr. Hornbeck. What was the name of that contact? 
15 Mr. Espinosa. Jose Trasancos. 
16 Mr. Hornbeck. How long nad you known: Jose ΠΕ ΞΘ οιϑὸ 
17 Mrs Ρ δδου “Allo omy αὐτὸ 
18 Mr, Hornbeck. what was his ΟΞ bn Far ke ae: ike time 
19 that you met him in 1965? 
20 Mr. Espinosa. He was working at tne Cuban:-Consulate. 
21 Mr. Hornoeck. How long had ne Seen with the Cuoan 
22 CONSULACS. ine Paris. 27 you AnNOW? 
23 eh, Bapuacss. YT don't Know, out for a couple of years or 


24 three at the time. 


25 Mrs πορησδος, 1 assume by Coe. fact Cnet Ne-wes-vorcin 
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24 


29 


. ct ; 


᾽ν π Snj ean. Υὶ' A be | ἜΝ ΠΡ 
tities τ πε. 2 SOR Know ΞΟ: 


tlme tne zgovernnent wasn't established 


(D 


down on tne people that tney should or should no 
their soneaiates: and tnere were so siany things 
LOzetner Over Unere and. au. was 2 very oad situSet 
otnerwise, fe wouldn't have been there and they 
cown. 

Mr. nHornoeck. What information did he rela 
involved Rolando Cubdela? 
de told me that née nad seen. 


Mr. ESpinosea. 


O1n2 On Suv ne 


OR) 


Paris; that there was something 


tell me, and he wanted somebdody else to tell me 


Cine: 
Mr. Hornmoeck. Is there some neseen ee 
relate tne story to you? 
Mr. Espinosa. S8ecause ne didn't know much: 
ne. knew tney had tried to. get anold of me cut he 
"Rolando is involved with the CIA and there is gs 
nappening, and Σ tnink you should sé@e Rodreno.' 
Mile TOrnoeek. τοῦδ. Vou τῆι nourenoy : 
wno ne is and wnere ne was from and what was you 
With nim. 


γ- 


Mr. ESpinosa. His name is Georze Robreno 8 
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uS pul it tnat way. I am not a-full-tin 


On 
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es τς oy lig Novag Ἐν : Ξ tf : os ee we Ἢ 
WS? ΠΟΥ ΘΙΞ κω Rien yOu sey “Suge. τ δ you Seq 1S Bea 
ΤᾺ 
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Soue criminal cCacxground’ 


τς ESDinesdy “1 Gon’ e know, but he: 15: ὃ coli ncient. Tet 


~ 
πὶ 
4} 
CL 
Mm 
t— 
+ 
πὶ 
Ω 
Ὡς 
(dD 
sai 
ct 
11) 
ω 
oy 
@m 
μ- 
Ww 


[8 Was involved with the student movement in Havana and he 
knew Rolando very well. 

mr. Aornoecx. when you Were cescribing nim as 24 
delinquent, do you mean he would engage ier Line: Or “CO 
anything for money, or wnat is it? 


ε 


MPs τ θα, 16 δ 5. 8 bad ΘΟΥ δῆ do: you: Know whae 


02 
ι 


Wy. is ΣΝ 


bad boy is? He was 4 bad poy. when he used.to be a kid, if 
there: was a:dlind man crossing a street with a stick, ner iota 
bane the Stick. [rom che Dlind ten, 2S thet rashes ΤΕ: 8. ἘΠ 
Kind of thing he would do wnen he was a kid and man, what he 
grew up to τὰς 

6 Was with Castro's .zgovernment and he was at one soint 
tne head of some revolutionary Ur Lounals eng ae Carrisc oUt 4 
lot of Geath sentences. 

Mr. Hornbeck. what was he doing at tne time that you 
heard nis name in 1965? 

ΩΣ Sspinosa. E don't know what he was doing in Madrid, 
out I know. that he had gotten into so many croblems with the 
Zovernment in Cuba that they just said, "Okay," and θυ put 


- 


him into. prison for something, and I don't know exactly what 
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5 dos £SPinosas,.. Les. Ane when σι ει started Ais cain 
6 with the CIA, I guess he was talking to is. 50% 


7 Mr. nornbeck. HOw were you going to meet him? Were you 


9 πος. ESpLiaesa: Ἃ ας tO s6- te Soain«. 2h She τη δ 
10 nad one of nis alien American passports, since I never nad ἢ 
11 own passport because the Spanish government, it would take 


12 them a month -- 


(Φ 13 ivu-niOrmleck.. “oO: ΕἸ ΤᾺ ee ee your. oassport 
14 from you? 

15 Mr. E£Spinosa. Yes. 

16 Mr. Hornbeck. were you in touch with tne CIA at all whe 


18 Mie Hoe LUOsa ss. 10% 
19 Mr’ “nOrnbecks 211 ες ὃ τὸ wot Ξε to: Saosin? 
20 Mrs ΞΡ δ. Τ didn bs ger to Soeinu 8nd τ called aim: 


cr 
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21 on the telephone and I said "I am sending you a 


a, OVEr and See: Mean Paris. ” «and ne was the’ Tirst ode wae: toils 
Φ 23 me tne story. 
24 ‘ir. Hornbeck. Can you just relate to us, in summary, 


25. wnat he told you adout this particular involvement of Cudela?. 
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people; that. there was going.to be an uprising or a 


Ἀεὶ Ft ; ' - . ᾿ Ν νὰ : ’ ν΄ “εν yo 7 - % Η “~ μὰν "+ i 
sometning Gown ln Cuba led by Cubvela. and a few other 


who were in the governiient at ¢t 


that ror some reason Cubdela- didn't trust williamson. 


Wea. 1Orneceen. Can you LOencliry woo Zilli anson 
irs Εβδρίηοβϑϑ, what I mad been led to believe, 
was. ἐν δἰκὶ νην the CIA in Sosin at tne time. 
ir. mornoveck. was there a reason given. to you 


Vie 578 not Crus & ΤΠ 


Mr. Espinosa. Yes. He said to me-that he was 


first ne was an alcoholic and living with this Cuban 


had taken information from nim, taken files with ner 


back Lo Cubda. 
ors B80 iLnOSa.. “Labs: 2s-waer they told Mme; νῶν 
didn't want to speak to williamson any longer. 
Hey ἐπ ας, Lou 2re setting this τ Το πε τὸ 
Cubela? 
Mr. gESpinosa. Yes. 
Cini s+ .L ee 
anymore and Cet. 7 should come over Nere as 2 good 


ang [I said "Tf am no longer with tne CIA," and they 


Want YOu TO get in touch wito tnem and tell tnem δὶ 


Mr. dornoeck.,. tow, nad your. original contact 
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willliamson 


8685 fo why 


living -- 


girl who 


and went 


MPs GOrMOSCKs This 15. Intormecion: απὸ you neerd? 


Proc 


And now much truth is involved in 


SO Cnet. xOlando λῆς want θυ δι to aim 


aN 
—] 


“EEE ‘ re “ἢ 4 : τ : | | tr 4 ; ~ { 
; 1 mentioned to you he thouzht vou were in the Ὁ 


᾿ TA? 
2 Mr. Espinosa. Yes 
3 PS, GiOrn Cac x nec. as ΘΟ Θ᾽ το vou, τα Cone to Peras: ‘or you 
4: JUST Came to! Paris independently? 
5 Mr. Espinosa. Wo. It was somebody that if I ever went 
6 to Paris I was HOl1ne toca Ὁ 
7 Mr. Hornbeck, SO Paris was entirely your idea? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. Entirely a pleasure trips. 
9 Mr. rorndDeck. was there any particular reason why you 


10 would spend your own personal money to nave Cubela come to 
it Paris from Soain? = 
12 Mr. Espinosa. -Yes. Still, you know, I think $150 or 


13 something, for something as important as this, I could send my 


4 ΡΤ ρα ena ay country; 10 wasn't οι δ τὸ make Suen ὁ Die nole 
1S in my pocket. 

16 ge art Horaceck. . Did Cudela say anything about any Soviets 
17 in Cude during this conversetion? 

18 ‘it. Espinosa. so. Tney didn't say anything about 


19 Soviets in Cuca, sut Slanco -- I cannot rememoer nis first 

20: mawe; ΜῈ δα to Call nim “Une -corazy Blanco -- 1 met nim and 

21 ne was on nis way to Cuba from Prague, Czechoslovakia, and ne 

22 was on nis way from Russia to Cuba via Czechoslovakia and 
@ : 23 Paris and ne was the one who mentioned about the Russian 

24 tecnnicians; to make sure and to make sure to tell the CIA 


25 that if there was going to oe any kind of aqoublecrossing of 
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- | , oo ν ne « ΠΡΟ : : . eo - + ae ἰ ἦν : as +. τ᾿ - te =~ 1A 
CNLS Operation, tney were going to take care of thnese Russian 
hee y , Ν ~ a eat ἢ ΡΝ τ Ν pe ee 5 Fam] ek me - : Ἧς » . Ἐκ . “κν; oe 
GEeCanliCclanrs who were BOY θοῦ, Υ ΞΘ Ver οι θν. Were, ἀρ Sere 


τῆ GnheLr particuler siace. 
Mrs HOrnbece. All rignt. How ἀξ you Know Blanco? 
ir. Ἐπ δι ΣΦ kvew Tit © reir δ; 


ire πορησδοςς.- (ANG Was dt. jJUSE--COlNCIiCenoce: tase ΞῚ 


ΕῚ 


fu 
ὩΣ 
Ω 
O 


waS coOmilng tnrougn Paris at the same time that you were there? 
Mra, BSpinesa,; 1 aon’ t. Snow. 
Mr. Hornbeck. How did he know now. TO ον vou? 
Mr. gSpinosa. Eecause anybody who would come to Peris 
Will always contact this guy Trasancos; at least this kind of 
people because we all knew each other from Cuba. 

Mrs ἐο  ἀϑεϑίς, Had Blanco been with oe and Cubela in 
aCcUCivities orior to 159557 
Mrs £S0InOSa,. -les: 
Mr. Rornoeck. When Blanco.zave you this pee ae 


information eoout tne Soviet tecnnicians, was there anyone 


else present during the conversation? 
MP es ESVINGOSA. “WO>p Lt Was. Only pei enc. Το 


Mr. dornbeck. were there any conversations dDetween you, 


Blanco and Robreno in Paris? 


Mr. BS01n0s 4: NO. 

Mr. hornbeck. And no conversations between you, Blanco, 
and Trasancos? 

Mites EBSOLNCSa; HO. BUG there were ΤΠ Detween 
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4 that Cuoela told me about the CIA anc williamson in Spain he 
5: Seid co me τὴ two, Ot ΕΞ σευ 

6 mr. cdornceck. Is your testimony tnat there was then an 
7 agreement between the three of you that Cusela needed to 


8 cnange his CIA contact? 


--Ὁ 
-ο 


9 ir. ESpinosa. 1 didn't agree to anything. All I said, 
10 was. they landed the story on me in the middle of my Parisian 
11 vacation, and because it was Rolando and it was something that 
12 I could have some importance or sense in the future, I came 


13 over nere and I contacted tnem the best way I could. . 


14 mr. mornoeck., .In otner words, you were going to be tne 


1S messenger for the contacts they felt that they didn't have? 


16 ils ESPANOsa..+ Les, wore or less, thet was: tie idee. 

17 Mr. Hornbeck. And you then traveled from Paris to ‘lew 
15: ΤΟ κα | 

19 fils BSOinOSe:: Τῆς 

20 : hie: Hornbeck. And who pays for your ticket? 

21 Me ΟΞ" Li Ll £6: to Paris add ΤΟ δε τῆ the Geatces 


22 ΖΦ nave to nave ἃ round-trip ticket. 
®@ 23 Mr. rlornbecx.. wnat I am getting at, so you understand 
24 the purpose of the deposition, we nave to ask as mucn cdatail 


-- 


25. as possible, and wnat I am really 


OY 


nm: a ra a wat ! . 
ectting at 1s wnhetner or aot 
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tne CIa ἡ 


coe L. Sen .. Eo Boao 


and tnen aqays 


St 


CO come cCacK to wew York 1 
nappened 


Cieket originally purcnased by me, and I was never refunded: 


CIA or any otner government agency. 


i πο to ie York and 1 contacted Mr. -Caveasantos. 


Mrs NOTNDSCK.: GS Wes an OfrrTicer with the: Immigration 
wervice? 

Mrs £SOCInNOSa., Yes. 

Mr. Hornbeck. And you nad some previous relationship; 


that true? - 


when I was there, ana I came dack to Hew York on my 


is 


ME). “E:S:0 1 5655. Yes. 

Mie OT MDeCxk: Can youl tell as oriefiy waer tase Was? 

hr. Espinosa. He lifted two bans against traveling, anc 
all the tninzs tnat I mentioned before. 

Mrs OMA OSecKxs: LOU αι Gentects¢ im. ana Wiel. cig; you 
Cell Aine 

Mrs Espinosa, 1 Said, tne 


‘I nave to contact someone in 
course [ nave no idea now to contact anydody.'" 


So ne said, "Gkay." He picked up the telephone and he 


called somedody in tne office in New York and ne sent 


vba Ne 


EG See. Cars Tellow:. 


tre. Hornoeck. [nis: 18 first tne FEL? 
MPs. £SDinesa., Les. 
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IP stOrnoeek. Did you 
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eleUCS.COuUsS ρ 588. vou. 
tir. ESsinosa. It went to the FSI office. 
Mr. cornveck. How wany agents did yeu talk to? 


Mr. ESpinosa. I talked to one fellow. 


mr. Hornoeck. How much of the Cubela's story that you 


learned in Paris did you relate to him? 


αν. ESOLNOSEa.. πο δ, 

Mr. Hornbeck. What did you tell him, basically? 

Mr. Espinosa. I told him, I guess he must have svoken to 
Cavasantos before, and I said, "Look, I--just. came from Europe; 
there is something nappening and I would have to contact 


someone in the CIA, and I used to work for them and I was 


involved in the Bay of Pigs. &nything you want to. check what 


I am Ceollin=. Vou, You Gan Cheek With that.” 

Mr. nornbeck. Did you mention Cubela's name to either 
Cevesentos:. OF. Ue tne bi? 

“wr. Espinosa. Maybe; I can't Say for sure, but maybe. 

Mr. dornbeck. Your Desc memory Ls Paattu you Cid 100 
Giscuss δῆ. δ᾽ the details. 

MP4 ESDINOSa.: δ. 


Mr. nornbeck. At Some point were you put in contact with 


UrycESOIMNOSSs<:. ‘Yes, 


Mr. Hornbdecx. Can you tell us where the meeting took 
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1 place and now wany people were cresent? 
2 “ir. Espinosa. The meeting took plece at the FEL office 
3 in tlew York, and there was only one person sresent 
4 Nir. dornbeck. This is someone from the Agency? 
5 ar. ESpinosa. Again, I assume he was. 
6 Mr. mornbteck. Could you pnysically describe this 
7 individual? 
8 mrs, “ESP inosa, Yes. ie was aman in the late forties or 
9 early fifties, gray hair, and he must have been olond, but 
10 very neavy gray at tne time, and dlue eyes. 
ΤΊ Mr. Hornoeck. Glasses? 
12 Mr. eSpinosa. No glasses. Very well fit and very 
ἕῳ 13 handsome guy. 
7 14 im. COrnveck,. “Approximately now 811 end now -muen did ne 
15-weizgn? 
16 mE 3 eepNesa. ΠΕ was, 1 would Seve eOOuG..5 107 miOr= 5° os 
17. [Ὁ pours: 
18 mr. aornoeck. During your CONVEr SatlOn Wit? 15 
‘19 individual, did you relate all. of the details of the 
22 information that you nad learned in Paris? 
21 MPs BESPinosa. 1 did, 
22 mir. nornoeck.,. Did you include the πὰ οὐ τ τα you oy 
| 23 Blanco about the alternative plan with the Soviet technicians? 
oe 24 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
2: Mrs, BOFQOECK, δε reaction, if any; dic you set: from 
| ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
ΗῊ “41.606 MN ES eae ee I a Si en pete At dae ἀρ hs a A Nk ee ἜΝ 


—~] 
,.) 


\. ἘΞ γι τ τ σις. 


“σοι κὶ aH ~ τ eat Ν - - fiom -! S yy ee bey ~ oy ᾿ :- 1 wf - te : in 
3 said “I am going to Washington and I will contact you in the 


next couple of days or three, mayoe, and waycoe we will go to 

9 Spain together or somebody will go with you.” 

6 I was so upset about this that I got a friend of mine in 

7 sew York, through Senator Javits, to get me a meeting in 

8 washington here with Some Subd-secretary of foreign affairs 1η 

J cnarge of the Cuban tning, and I-never neard from this ξὺν and 
10 time was going by, and I told this friend of mine and-throuzh 


‘ 


11 Javits he got me to come here and see this guy, and I came 


NO 
ὩΣ 
(D 


re and I told nim the whole story. And he said, “We will 


13 get in touch with you," and they never did. 


14 Mr. Hornbeck. Do you have any idea who it was that you 


15 met with in Washington? 


< σοῦ σι. “HO. 

17 πρὸς; σύ ποδός DLaG you ever Keep δι εν Or of 2 card? 

18 MP. ESOimosa. I Could find cut eventually if 7 wantec 

19... τὸ. 

20. Mr. Hornbeck. nee ἀπε tnink that you mignt ce asle to do 

Zi ᾿Ξ 

22 Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. I would have to call this guy and 
Φ | 23 have him call Javits and trace tCne-thing Baas tne Cime when 
| 24 it nappened, but I am sure it can be traced. 

25 | γα nornoecd. Do you rememoer the ouilding where you 
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—~] 
ἘΞ 


3 νῷ θα σθξος, οἰ. 
άἀ.. irs HOrPMCeCh. LOUr OeSU: ΠΕ δ ν 15. taat. Le wes.scorme 


5 official in the State Department? 
6 eae Espinosa. tes 10: Was some ort Ler in the State 
7 Departinent; some kind of subd-secretary or something in cherge 
8 of Cubdan SP rads. But Ll was tnere and ne didn't sut me on to 
9 some monkey room. I KNOW 1 Saw somebody, the right person 
10 ule Hornbeck. Ll assume tnat you did wait the two or 
1. three days in New fork before you contacted your friend to 
12 reach Senator Javits? 
= 13 | Mr. Espinosa. . I waited longer than that. I waited a 
| couple of weeks and nothing hapoened, and then I got in touch 
12 Ww ἢ this Buy Decause 1. KkKeew Ne is Very friendly with Javits 
16 anc I said, "I know you nave friends In washington, and all of 
\y Ciao, end there:ts sometaing thet. 1 neve to wisciuss.” 
18 Mr. Hornbeck. Cid you ever think adout contacting tne 


iS: CLA directly tnrousk one << your ola contacts? 


[7] 


20 . Mrs ESCLNOSa.. 1. Never aad any COmMtaCtS« -woat θοῦ 
21 “They are guys Living. in miami for Ewo or δα. or four months, 


22 and one day they disacpear, and "Freddy Gomez," and you never 


Ω 


Ξϑιῆς -δηα Mayle ne LS Sent τὸ Guatemala or Central 


Ω) 


23 see nim 


24 Europe, or whatever, and then you see another guy and you 


Zo, GOO VsCall Cnet. -Γἄθν call soy, 
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> 
ie 1 mr. Rornbeck. was there any cad feeling between you and 
2 tne Agency When you tertinated your relationsnic with then in 
Sin TG Oe 
4 mr. eSpinosa. ἋΣ don't Know. From my part it was a lot 
2 “OT “bad reeling. 
mr. mOornoceck. tou.felt you had not been treated fairly 
7 oy the Agency? 
8 Ure ESpinosa, OL me. 1 felt-2 260 τ cegsise sot Φ1}1 88 
ἘΝ for netaine : 
10 Mr. mornbeck., All right. After you.came to Washington 
1: and discussed this particular. situation, what was tne next 
12: thine that you did? 
a 13 Mr. Espinosa. Let me make a parenthesis now. This guy, 
" 14 one of the reasons wny I assumed he must nave been from the 
15 iene i: ΕΟ ΘΒ ἃ the tning adout George Robreno, 
16 immediately ne.said to me, "El Maza," this is like a name that 
1 “only "ἰδ Ὁ tnat are close to him or that know nim very well 
15. Or from tne Agency would know nis neme. 
19 mrs πο δος: “Goutba you: Soell. ΒΞ. 
20 mr. ESpinosa. Ne-a-zg-a. It is wagician LO Enel ashe ie 
21 ne didn't have any accent when he said "El Maga.” 
22 Mr. nornoeck. You are discussing the conversation with 
23. «the Fellow you assumed to oe from tne Agency in Hew York when 


24 


er : 
“a 


25 " iy ESpinosa. Yes. And ne was saying to ie, τῷ Ὁ 816 


eae 
"CLOW 
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= ~ - ~ OZ ~ 
GO -YOUsACTUSU WGSt. Wwe στο 7 
ana oes Se:i-Gy eS 4 ee eee 


“ir. cornoecx. When y 
individual. you assuied to 
with his nickname? 

Mrs ESDINOSad. πο, 


Mr. Hornbeck. Did he 


ire nornbeck. \Did.ne 
information about Slanco? 

Mts ESDIMOSas τὸς 

Mre.<.ROrnoeee, During 
Washington im -TS 65. aia-7sS 


lf he could nelp in.some f 


‘ir. Espinosa. 1 woul 
Nelo Me 1h “Other <hines < ὦ 


rir, Hornbeck. Did 
social or personal reasons 
Ute Spinosai: At ΤῊ 
went to MisdMicy and 81 or 
every Ulme: Ll Wenvu to len 


i. contacted: nim socially t 
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Ou mentioned Bianco, did tha 


nave oeen from the Agency come up 


{ 1 


act 885 tnougn ne xnew who you were 


ask you for any identifying 


Chis time then that. you were in. 


4 


uoever. contact Hike McLaney to Sse: 


a 


asnion? 


GC eve COncactea Mine σι θυ co 
UL DOL LC 220 Me lm COatset. Wits ta 


u-contact Mike iicLaney for any 

2 

t time, no POr “sure, every Cine 1 
the time I lived in the Sea ce S4 

[ contacted Mike; every time.. Sut 


Oo nave 2° Orinx or 20 woorins around 
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2 plane, and that 


3 δ oe 


POCO LNs 
vas 


moraceck. 


4 Washington trip? 
5 Ps: ἐξ OL θᾶ; 
6 iva πους 


Ἴ government agency? 


8 ire Hsoinoss 
9 Mr. dornoecKx 
10 Mr. Espinosa 
1 | Mr. odornbecx 
12 Mr. Espinosa 


Mr. nornopeck 


14 can estimate? 


15 tir. Espinosa. 
16 | Mire ΠΟΥ δος, 
17 and 88 half years i 
18 irs £Spilnosea 
19. Or, because tus 
20 

21 Mr. Hornbeck. 
22 in 


25 Mr. Hornoecx 
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ann St 
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> 


March or Arpil of 1967; so a little 


directly witn Cubela during the time that you were ini 


Φ 


ae ey π--- m Nast 


CO CO U5 Ὁ 2net Sevond attenct wren tne 
Pao yourrsturn<to. Sew Yorn then efter vour 
7195, 
το you recelve any contact from any 
[Ὁ 
And tnat includes the FBI? 

Yes 

50 you. did not near from the FBI? 

eee Φ 

HOw long did you stay in.New York, if you 


x i 


New Lore tn 1957, 


SO you spent the next approximately two 


would say tne 


June or July OF 


Did: You dave any CoOnAtecs. cGirectiy or 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


SORA OEE NIA UAT A OSS RES ΑΙ ON OO σα FANG ΖΞ Ata 


πο 
ὧν 


ΓῚ 


ee rosa ~ wos τὰ Yo = ee ae ~ t: ~ Ὶ .- ee ee ἐς - “- «ὦ ς 
2 Pil a at ea S a 5 Les. HOOrEeNnoO wrote me a Letter one time 


: Ν -π een = ΟῚ - otha al ᾧ “- ‘ oe . “ γι " ᾿ 7 1? ~ ς - ὧν “- 
3 esklig dis τὸ ον Mame τὸ ἃ “φοφυπθηῦ., ang ne wanted to τς Oem 


4 visa to come to the States and ne wanted me to ssonsor hin and 
WS 


5 me neeced two. sponsors. And he wrote me a letter on 2 Saocr 


6 and I signed my name to the ssonsorshio, and that is the only 


2 Claire, 
8 me. Hornoeckx. Did he actually arrive, to your knowledze? 
9 uP ae ΕΞριδθαᾶς οὐδ θυ ν σεν (Him τ vise. 


᾿ 


10 Mr. Hornbeck. Until the time that Cubela was arrested 
Ἰ αἱὰά you have any information about him personally or about the 


12 particular plot person? 


ἐῳ 13 ΕΘ δας. οἰ πῆς “netsoever, Τῇ ny mind 1 thog2nt. 
Ν" 14 well, probably he got wise to the whole thing and just drosped 
15 it, bdDecause sone time elapsed between the time that I soo0ke to 
1G Hus peoole: it Paris end until the CLA and the tine AS ect 
17 caugnt in Cuda. 
18 Mr. norabeck. was your first knowledga tnat he was 
19 arrested from some public source or from a personal source? 
20 Mr. Espinosa. Public source, 
21 mr. Hornbeck. Can you tell what tnat was? 
22 Mir. eSpinosa. It was a4 newsoaner. 
Φ 23 Mr. Hornoeck. δία you recognize the names of other 


24 persons arrested with him? 


ἐν: πὸ ἢ : να ὦ εἰ ᾿ ers oe τας ἘΞ: ᾿ ; 
25: Mra. ἐπ Ξ 9. ΠΟΞ τς, Pb ΓΕ σΟΞ δ, zed. Une δ of blanco. enc ἜΑΡ δ 
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.WaS Somevody else arrested. And the first thinz I read about 
2 it, there were four people arVresued. anu L-Koew, Slaneo: 2AG. i 
3 didn't KNOW che others 
4 Mr. cornoecx, I am sure tnen if you have the oubliec 
5 accounts of eee beta. you «now that Cuoel2 was not executed 
6 and did you fine that a strange event? 
7 Mr. Espinosa. Yes and no 
8 ir. Hornoeck. Can you tell us why "yes" and “no”? 
9 Mra Ἐπριῆοβει. Yess" “oseause,. το ἣν πο Θά se. castro 
10 had never commutedq anyoodcy's death sentence in Cuba yet, and 
1 on the other nand, I knew ne liked the guy very much. 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. It was a personal relationship detween 
13 Cubela. and Castro? 
14 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. Whatever it was, love, hate, or the 
15 faggots -- I don't know what it was --. but they hed a 
16 relationship, an especial relationship between them. 
ΕΝ, Mr. hornbeck. Can you give us any examples of a special 
18 relationship between the two? 
19 Mr. ESpinosa. well, I rememoer one time when 8olando 
20 pulled a gun on Castro in front of his bodyguards and 
21 everything and called nim every name. in the DOOKs. δ OF 
22 course nobody moved or said anything, but I thought when this 
23 is over, he ls going to £0 to tne can forever, and notning 
24 macppened to nin 
25 Mir. Horndeck.: I take it this is sometime still in 1959? 
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Out of every 
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Mr. dorabdeck. would you describe Cudvela-.as δῇ individua 
naving a very quick temper or very emotional person? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes, extreaniely. 

Mrs Bornueck. Would You describe nim @s unstable? 

Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 
vir. nHorndeck. nave you-directly or indirectly received 
any information abdout Cuboela since the time that he was sent 
τὸ prison In Cuba? 

δας πῶς 

"μος Hornbeck. - Do you have aay ΤΟΥ lon: δ or 
16 1S. Still alrve or anyehning? 


é 


MPs ESPiNnOSa: -Ye@Ss .whatl.hear ts: thal-ne 8. alive: ead 


0) 
Cc 
(1) 
Ω 


ne is working: as a doctor and he is net having such 
tits: HOrAOSCK. ROW Would vou 


Mr. ESpinosa. B8ecause I can't rememoer now, I think I 


nag. Unis from Trasancos lm Paris, Dut there. is some kinc of <= 
i. “don : KNOW if ne was a diplomat or if he is a French 
engineer who 15. working in some Kind Of Oro eco: 1 ΕΞ 
WOrkKing in some Kind of 4a srojeet τῆ δ, sang 1 δ tase 


erson knew Cuctela's mother and somehow news of him has 


qt 
ΤῊΝ 
." » 
ἢ 
oO 
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24 


25 


alive cand: ie 16: τῇ arisen. 
Mr. nornovecx. Were you told of the method by which 
Cutvela was Supposed to assassinate Castro? 


ite: BS pimoOsSas- ὑὸς neard the story about the rifle and 


1 


ὉΠ 6: Celescoplic Site, enc τ 58} .5. story tet Ne hed mee Grtine: 
wolen of course I thought was stupid of Ait. aac i nad a story 
tnat Artime nad promised him some boats through the CIA to 
απ Ore 
i repeat to you today what I. said the other day, the 

whole thing doesn't’ make sense to me. 4nd on one hand I near 
LOLS, and -Of -eourse Lt i's very cifficult to judge something 
when you are being told by third parties, and on tne on ens 
1 mear that tnere is going to be an insurrection, let cthers 
call it that way, or a military uprising of eee Ὀθϑορλθ 15 
the country, and on the cther hand I hear that Cubela is zoin 


Lo shoot. the guy. And if you are going to shoot the τὸν and 


eing 


ct 


tnere 1s Oo De an insurrection, why do you need some 


ac 


poats to take you out? 

Unce you ee you nave to stay in and see it through 
And yOu OLICM Mee if there-is going to be an insurrection and 
you. are going to se a leader, now the nell spaces 20102 TO 


Snoot tne guy and tanks are going’ through the streets and 
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you are zolng 


tnings tnat I tried to be very 
LO21Gel S00uUt, enc. ας τυ tO be S-very lociesl, sersom 21) 67 


tne tine, out escecially when 
more logical and I am objective about things. I don't 
understand it. 

Ὁ aa 


niornbeck.. 


peing involved, 


Was Une -SOures OF that information? 
Mis “ESplLiOseas Lis; 1 neard Troma -2ocreno. 
Mir. dornbeck. Was tnis during the same discussions in 


Paris before Hew York? 


ESpinosa. Yes. 


Horncteck. Bid Rubreno know Artime, to your 


hire. BSOinOse. 1 eon 


y - ¢ Tv 1 ΗΝ | tr. “ὦ 1 . -Ἔ ΓΝ Ἵ - " 

KnOw. ὦ ΟὨΣΏκ. maybe ne was with 

ee ὡς : . ’ ὡς ’ ψ "κα ᾿ς ν τ " 4 Δ » ae , eas + + os - ἊΝ 
ROlando when ne nad the meeting with Artime;. mayoe, cut I am 


not sure. Sut I Know they had never been friends before. 


Mis HOTNDeCK - Are “you “Saving your Tarormetion-fron 


RuoOreno was that Artine met in Madrid with Cudele? 


- 
ke 
e 


espinose. I can't remember if it was Madrid, 
positively that ne nac met Cubela. 

MP HOPOOCCK. was YOUr πὴ τ Grmeaticn that the 
arranged tnis meeting, or did you nave any knowledze 


Gila: at “Cie os tte 
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es Ν od Ἵ ‘ — ~ - -~ ! Ϊ ‘- - , 
ἱ ur. eS olnose. QO. ie told me that ne nad been in touen 

1.1 τὶ ane ann 4% + 3 τ γ᾽ As i 1} ek Oe Δ ee es er rileas 
2 with the CIA and he had Seen in toueh with artime, cut at the 


3 moment I was led to believe it was the CIA who hac 


—_ 


ἢ) 


rranzecd 


4 the meeting, and I would have been surprised if that was so. 


5 Mr. nornbeck, 1 want to oe Very Soecific 2s te tne 

6 information that you are getting from Aocreno and from any 

7 other source. ᾿ ᾿ 

8 MPs BSSinosa. “Les, 

9 Mr, Hornbeck. "Ὁ just getting back to what ne told you, 


10 Robreno says to you, On tne one nand Cubela nas been in touch 

1] witn Williamson from the oa and ne also tells you Cubdela has 

12 met with Artime, and you are not sure whether Ruboreno tells 
@ 13 you that Cubela and Artime met in Madrid. Is that a correct 

14 summary? 

15 irs Espinosa. Yes. He told me. that they met, but I 

16 can't remember woether it W2S τ macrid or anotner place. 

17 tie. hornoeck. Was there anything about the use of a 

185. rifle end a silencer by Cubela that. you would have found 

19 strange in an assassination plot to kill Castro? 


20 Mr. eESpinosa. I would nave found it very strang 


‘Db 
Ο 
(b 
O 
fv) 
{- 
ω 
( 


21. Castro 15.353 Touch.cuy- and νοῦ can never hunt. δι with ἃ rifle 
22.in the sense you never know where ne is going to be or whien 
Φ 29. Street ΒΞ. 1.5 2Oi1nS tO: δα passin= tarouzas So.) would tarak vt 


44 1s very, very unlixely, and especially solando knows this véry 


25. well, Setter taan 1 i<o,“taae tails: 2S es Kind of a fuy eee 
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uoela.nave presented some 
4 special opoortunities for Cubela? 
5 MPs espinosa. Ineréedioly special onvortunities; 


6 exceptionally special. 


7 Mir. rlornbeck. Can you give us something on that? 
8 Mir. Espinosa. Let us say one day Rolando could find out 


9 that Castro was in his home outside Havana, and ne could have 
Qi 


10-gone over there at ὁ day or night, and even.at-5:00. o'clock in 


1 the morning and tell the guards "I am going to. se 


ΩΦ 


on 
Castro,” 


12 and they would have let nim in without objection. 


13 Mr. Blackmer. You were friends with Carlos . Hernandez? 
14 Mrs ESSinoOsa... Les. 
15 Mr. Blackmer. You went on two raids with him that were. 


' 


16. γι δὺ 2nd you: trainee wita. fim in Penetis Sra cuetemala. Cid 


17 you recognize that he had a special relationshio with “anuel 


19 Mr. Espinosa.. Yes. 

20 ΝΣ, Slackmer. DO you KnOW tne extent of tnat? 

21 | Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 

22 Mite ΞΘ ΠΕΡ: 6G. Bereone Τὴ disliked Artime; is that 


24 ‘ir. Espinosa. Yes. 
25. Mr. Blackmer.. Did you personally know him? 


: . oe | | 
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ἘΝ 1 r. BSpinosa.- Not very much, I know nim. I trained him 
τ es We ὺς 
3 - Pa τ δι πος: You were training in Guetetalea, 1 
4 understand? 
5 Mr. Espinosa. And in Panama. And he came te Panama, an 


6 I was assigned to give him the demolition training, a crash 
* Course an -Gemolition.. 58 1 was in touch sith him for 5. few 
o Gays, closely) end Φ Client τα σα Of Digs, reslig: τεῦ 


9 you want me to tell. you the story abdout that? 


10 Mr. GBlackmer. I don't think that that will de necessary. 
11 what was the feeling generally among tne exiles that you 


12 had contact with about Artime and his position with the CIA? 


13 Mr. Espinosa. It was about the same. 
14 Mr. Blackmer. wnat is that? 
15 Mr. Espinosa. They disliked the idea that 2a pupoet was 


16 oeing imposed on them. 
17 ors Blecxmers: Lid you ever -Ciseuss- tis Will verios, ‘mus 


15. Pelacironrshic wien Areime? 


19 πῆς ἘΞ 58: wavy MOl Teal. 
20 Mr. Blackmer. Did you ever talk to Robreno about your 


21 <Gislike Of Gistrust: for -Artime? 


22 ls. 2SOLROSe. «fC. 
τῷ : its Bheentiers Bid vou: G@iserust. Artine 213567 
~ γᾷ Mr. ἜΤ Yes. | 
25. Mr. blacknier. Do you tnink ne was personally motivated 


tye 
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ἐξ τ δἰ Saetriovically motiveted? 
2 ae OS CoULOeCsa;, “Pass 
©@ 3 Mit tibecxuer. vad you trust soorene? 
4 mr. ESpinosa. When it comes to something I nad to do 
5 ἘΠῚ ΘΠ Ὁ στ τ a, | 
6 wr. O@lackner. You think he would not have told Fidel 
7 @DOUE Rolando's working Wito ΟΕ Cia? 
8 Mr. BSpinosa,.. He was very loyal to-Cubdela. 
9 mr, Elackmer. where were nis loyalties with respect to 
10 Castro? | 
11 Mr. Espinosa. Ho, he is not by nature a very loyal 
12 person or very legal person, but Cubela was like his hero. 
19 Mr. Blackmer.: Are you familiar with an inaividual named 
14 Orlanco Bosen? | 
15 LCs 2SDLIOSsa, ἐδ 
16 wr. Bleckners Dre Urlando 5aseq? 
17 tro BSOiNOSsas. iol Loineve δ δρῶ: Sasour. him, 
18 Mr. Blackmer. Have you had any contact with nim at all? 
19. Mir. Espinosa. no. 
20 Mr. Blackmer. Had you nearad that ne mlgnt nave been 


21 operating. in this country auring. 1963 and had you heard anything _ 
22. ΘΟ any Of 01S @clcivities τ ἘΠ 5. country 2b teat tinge? 
Φ 23: Ava SSOLnCsads τἴθᾺ 


24. Mr. Blackmer. Did you know an.individual named Julio ~~~ 


25 Loco in. Havana? 
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ἄραξε ἐπ᾿ 3" οὐ, = ΝΞ ὶ me em — - -..... “αι “.-.-.. a -.» 


(αὐ 
—~] 


1 Pee SsCinose, aes. 
2 nis GLeCKmers οὐ Ξε tAe extent. 6f Your Kaci σα 
8.127 

4 MPs) ESplinosaxw, A [rlend oT min] wes: sarriee to 5 niece δὲ 
5. mis, ana I have seen the Zuy three or four times in iy Life 
6 mr, Blackner. was he active in any of the groups in 
7 Havana? 
8 mre ESpanose. διὸ ‘Unet. 1 KNOW oa 
9 Mir, Clackmer. Co you know if ne was active in any of the 
10 Cubdan exile movements? 
11 ἐπ: Espinosa. i heard that the guy is giving money, but 
12. personally I was never involved with anything thet-ne 

“@ _ 3 contributed to or anything like that. 

| 14 Mr. Bblackmer. dave you ever neard of an individual. named 
(‘18 Ricardo Morales Navarete? __ 

16 ἣν HPs ESOinOsea. Dt SOUNGS τα ταῦ. Butt Gert see tire 
7 ΤΕΣ. But Tt Sounds rarilier. 
18 | ‘irs Οὐ θυ DO Vou Know What you would nave: Nears Aah 
19 in connection with? 
20 ‘Mr. ESpinosa. ho. . 
21 Have you Zot ἃ sicture Or Gia OF cen yon ine 
22 . Mr. Blackmer. Ho. | 

@ 23 would ne nave been a hired killer, an assassin? 

᾿ 24 Mr. Espinosa. wnen you-tientioned the name, it is aot seo 
25: MUCH. Or ales, Out Tile first name, Lie ies a e115. soc eee 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 
HW 54756 Docld:32246514 Page 88 L i MPA\ 


Co 
Od 


Gos le “Sie: τῷ 
aad ι» ἂν αν η - \ 4. ἐκ : - 
2 Pa Tb ΞΟ Kier < VOULG iS se rS. δῦ (2Curve: wilco Vou. ἢ fas 


. . . 
= " πε. τὰ ΄“ς΄ιΡ 


mary τ τὸ my "2 ¥ es =. -:;3 3 os ὔ : ee ae Ξ : : 
3 anti-Satista tiovement witha you Or WitG Someone elise? 


4 Nr. Espinosa. .I don't know. I can't clace the guy, and 
5 so if £ can't slace the zuy --- 

6 Ora BDIECAGEr, HOW θοῦ αν Horales? 

7 tir. ESpinose. to. 

8 Mir. Blackmer. Wonkey Morales? 

9 Mr. Espinosa. wo. 

10 Mr. Slackmer. dave you ever neard of an individual ramec 
11 Antonio Véciana? 

12 -Mr. Espinosa. Wo. 

13 Mr. Blackmer.~ Are you familiar with Alhpa 66? 

14 mvs CSpinesa. LL have Neera-cf Lt. 

15.» ° Mir. ilackmer. Do you have any information about one of 
16 tne founcers or leaders? 

17 our, SSeLnOsas δὲ 

18 ‘ire Bleckner.. go you Know en individual or have you 

19 heard of an individual naned Morris 3 LisitoD« 

20 vir. Espinosa. No. 

21 Mr. Blackmer. when you. were τ Cuda in. 19Shy "55. 8 


22.'59, mave you nad any contact. witn Santiagc, Cuba, or did you 


23 ever £0 tnere? 


“ 24 ir. Espinosa 10 
75. tir. Blackmer. Are you familiar with a corporation: named 
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ν᾿, Meusey Mitvins company? 

2. ae so SS ose vee 

3 ἼΩΝ ΕΞ δ εν unc? ag 
4 Niawi. were you aware of F 
5 around the time Castro took 
6 Pik δριῆδϑε, HOS 

7 Mr. Slackmer. You 


Peaqro Diez 


9 of the 
10 wee ; 
11 PLT ve 


13 force? 

14. mir. 

15 ae 

16 Mr 

17 τς cel 


of tne 
casinos... 


have seen ἢ 


Zs 
24 ear 
froa: 


25 Ae ν8, 
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SBlackmer. 


Espinosa. I 
DbDlackiier. 
sSpinosa. Hot 
accmer. 


casinos in 


cSpinosa.. 
Slackmer. 
cinosa. 


ackmer.,. 


we 
—_— .ὕ.. 


| ee 
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Tease 
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if 7 
ae 
aa 


Vane 


ai 


im? 
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WO. 


es swe Giscusseds 


ain, y 
rank ὃ 
over? 


Com 


wea 


mentioned 
Did you Know in 
orce: Dy Castro? 

And at the same tim 
Ne appolnvec Sturgis as a director of security tor τ 
You were not 


Sturgis also 


DO yYOuU-recall. At vou Citak sack. wo 


wnaen you were 


“ὦ 
GY 
: oe he a ant So py wees a + 
Ou πο weet Frank Stursis in 
oi 
gail 


tnat you are familiar with 


Ω 
Nw 


19568. ne W 


e and somewhat later, 


CVn Gb. how reves. 


ἑοῦ wnatsoever? 
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ne air 
aware of that at all? 
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BOing On tnese Various raids 
ee OF LOU Γαι aiter Tne say 
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1 of P1lSS, Clic you ever come in-contact with an indivicual named 
2 wallece. Saanley: 
3 ifs ΣΕ ΘΒ Ό 
4 mr. clacxmer. he would nave deen with tne government, 
5 €1thner τα οι τοῦ or. Customs ? 
6 πὰ Espinosa. lO. 
7 ir. Slackmer. Did you ever come in contact with any 
8 americans with Customs or immigration and Naturalization? 
9 Mr. Espinosa... Ho. 
10 Mr. Blacxmer. then you were in tne June 15th detention 
11 from the attempted raid, I understand they seized a 1957 
12 Thunderbird belonging to your aunt. 
13 MPs ἘΞ nose. “Yes, 
14 Mr. Blackmer. And you toox. 16:81 action against Customs. 
15 Mrs BSpinose. ον tney got ‘the car two- years Tater, 
16 Mrs. Dheckiier, ὕου dic not go tnrougn en attorney? 
17 ἧς ρα ποδβα, ““WMeayoe Grey gids. Τὴ ἢ know, 
18 ars Οὐ  Θ το), στ τ recall char? 
19 Mr. Espinosa HO, Ὁ 
20 Mir. Blacxmer. when we were talking the - other day abdout 
21 tne two raids, we were talking aoout tne June 15tn raid, 
2 whether it was just an aborted attempt, but you are dealing 
23 with a twin engine Beachcraft ΧΑ δ, asec yOu were Zoing to 
244 make these nomemade bombs and you were using dynamite 
25 Mr. espinosa iO, we were using -- 
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a ae oe on τι 
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Wings of tne plane and you were going over there 
that seem kind of a gumshoe operation, rather 8 snoddy 
ric. ESHinosa. I agree with you. 
ir. Blackmer. Lid you feel that someone slanning it 


never uwieant it to be made? 


7) 


vir, 


cr 


Spinosa. secause the person who was sponsoring it 
was Mike, and he gave us a means to do it and ne didn't get 
the rignt bombs and we didn't vet tne right. coinags: he 15 not 
an expert in explosives or in olanes. 

Wr. Blackmer. But you ere? 


Mrs 2S p1eoseas. Wes: 


ies BLeCkier.. mand yOu οῦτ ἘΞ ony better “than2: oa 


“ure ESpinoesa,. well. we: Cich task for any. better end we 


= 
{ 
-' 
ᾧ 
2) 
b+ 3 
= 


ald to ask for ἃ 5.25 or 8.26, 


“rs Blacxmer., On tae first one, out. on the second. ona 


Wie ESOLnNOSa, Yes, DeCalise Ne Warmed Us to Lhe idea. 


Mr. Blackmer. You.are talking about tne cost. 


ire Espinosa (6S “LO was ἃ ἰοῦ of money 
Mr. Blackmer BULCe Ξ ἰοὺ MOre FOr ΘΒ ΞΟ. tre 
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be oo =a “πὰ ‘ ~~ _ + >. = - -~ ~ 
cP es “ese i OS. Ome bev Ὁ τς “ame τι τ Pot. very 
-” - = ΄Ν δι pry τὲ a a 1 om } i ~ - “- τς τον 
εξ Οὐ Gent: 2. Decoy Ξ ΘοσιΞ υ ΞΘ ΒΞ τὸ CaS Fiske bers 
be ew 1 Ἢ j— 1} 
ana tne wnole tning. 
Sty. SF de | ΄ συ m1 wt oN? Cts ~ A 4 ces we rn t aa Ἱ c = 
mr, golacc«mer. ine plane you were going to take, the 8-25 


at Ponchartrain, to your knowledge, was fully operational, with 
Comb vay doors? 

Mra EsSolnosa. i insisted that the bomb racks were in 
tnere or [I wasn't going to do anything with it. 

‘Mr. Blackmer. To your knowledge, you do not Know where 
this plane was going to be obtained or who was going to get 
Lee 

irs ESOINOSa:. τὸς. 1 heard. things sent Arizona and 1 
neard they were rlying the plane from Canada, and I heard that 
tne plane was going to be flown from South America, and 1 
neerd ell Or τὔ18. 

1 ΤΟΙ Si Key "-l.Gou"t. went. τὸ near enytnina: we Gon’ st 
Want to KNOW, we don't want to Know.” 

Mr. Blackmer. You just οι κα CO seu. tie plene? 


‘ir. Espinosa. Yes. 


Mr. Blackmer. Do you assume he went through Sam Benton 


Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. 
“fs ΘΙ οι δῆς. τ δῦ wes tne 2irst.-time? 


a 


Moe BSOLNOSa. “ANG. wouldn't Se sur 


r 
; 
Ἢ 
t 
ω 
(D 
Ω 
Τὰ; 
ὩΣ 
a 
wD 
Σ 
D 
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LO 
Lad 


Yr. : } 
BU i ἐοῦσι 24m tne. σε δ tive 
~~ a toms ~ κι —™ 7 ~ Ἂν - --- ~ 4 breath’ 
2 re τον», nie Θ 56. Mas Swers OF tease: ceerat ies 
ow i > ! - ~ -- σι "5" - ; - H ro ~ 
3. πο €or tee ΞΘ Cart leisaciis.. Senson Sec severe? era 


ΟἹ 
oe 
>) 


ἘΠ 


- Espinosa. well, I imagine their wives er girl 


6 friends.and everybody in the operation. 


7 Mr. Blackmer. Specifically, any Americans? 

8 MP sa CSPINOSae 1: 

9 wre ΘΙ δοίη. 2ny ἰδ 5. of the Cia? 

10 Mrs eSpinosas wO, Por Corist Ss sake, “of course δὲ, 

11 δος. Dbackher. σὺ moO cener Americans other than Benton? 

12 hr, Espinosa. — 1 wouldn't say Benton. I knew Mike, and 
®@ 13 1 he used Benton: 1 don't. know. 
14 Mra Bleckmers: Pid you Nave a-Mecting if: June δ the.co6n 


15. of tiike teLaney and. yourself and say you were discussing this 


16 operation, and was there someone oresent? 


ad 


17 Mr. Espinosa. Misuel Alvarez. 

18 : Mr. Ulackmer. WwWwas.Benton present? 

19 mr. Espinosa. I can't remember. I am not trying to -- 
20 Mr. Blackner. Our files indicate that Benton gave the 


ei story that he was just there to take pictures. and he was there 
22 for publicity, and after the raid was successful you aes 

; 23 going to play up tne pudlicity aspect of it. Was there any 
24° truth to that stery? 


ω 
Ὁ 
te: 
5 
Ο 
{A 
Ω) 


The first reid or 3. second ons? 
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ee 1 ' MPs bUsekinera, THC Firey one: 
2 » Hie δ ϑος Wd wes wever aware uney were going to taxe 
3 any gictures. 
4 Mr. Blackmer. What was nis role? 
5 ΩΣ Espinosa. 4s far as I know, the first time ne was to 
6 rent the plane. 
7 Mr. Blacknsier. That is all? 
8 Ufa ἘΞ τ ες “Paiat: 5 51: 
9 Mr. Dlacxmer. And when you ore detained ty the FSI and 


1 


10. Customs at the site, where were you coming from and how were 


11 you to meet? 


12 Mr. Espinosa. You mean over there, in that strip where 
oe 13. the Beacheraft was? I was coming from my aunt's house in that 


14 Thunderbird, with the napalm, or whatever it was, and I was 
15 getting there to δὲ with the -rest.of the guys and to take 
16. νέες: 

17 Mr. Blackmer. You were to meet tne plane? 


: BSOULROSa. Les. 


Η 
ἁ . 


19 Me. Blackmer. And wno was bringing tne olane? 
20 Mes BSP LiOSas.. ἀρ ει; 
21 Mr. Blackmer. Do you know 2 person named William Pawley? 


- 1 


22 You never neard of William Pawley? 


23 Mr. £S9inosa. δὴ American? 
24 Mr. Blacxmer. Living in tiamai, and he- is 4a war-hnero 


“αν 
1 
t 


25 from world War II and.worked with tne Flyinzg Tigers and 
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- i i ~ 1 ~ = — - ~ o ~ ai 
Ἔ Is General Chenault}: δ. 56. Δ δε ὦ SuUsiness τὴ Cube, Ἔρ δ cr a 
i a a = ri = δι ως a Nie ἘΞ io , 
2 Sus System. Coos ead tien: ἢ Piet, end he wes. very Sorive 


So Lip Vas nc ieCes tro. ΘΕ cies. 


4 Mr. Espinosa. No. 

5 Mr. Blackmer. You never heard SP fan 

6 Mr. Espinosa. ilo. 

7 Mr. Blackmer. ol nave no further questions. 

8 are BPOrnoeck ss: LOU tent TOnee tne casino LnGustry in 


9 Havana pre-1959. I believe that you frequented some casinos 


10 and that is how you met Mike MeLaney; is that correct? 


11 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

12 Mrs Hornbeck. In addition to the Nacional, did you 
9 13 frequent any of the other casinos? 
: 14 Mts DSoLnoses 123i 1 USéc. Co -2o° Out Tm tne] evening: all 


15 of the guys. we would g0 tO one and then to anotner one, 
16 esoecially because of tne snowsgirls, really. 
17 mr. Hornbeck. During the time that you were 
18 various casinos, did you come to know τόνηθ το tie casine 
19 owners? 


20 me. ESolinosa. If was oointed out, like I-told you tae 


2i other day, for example, George Raft was there, and tnen I saw 


22 one guy, I think it was white or Snow. 
23 ira MOrnoeck. doerry snow? 

-᾿ 24 προ ῆδθϑα. fess, 
25 Mr, Hornbeck. Did you know Dino Cellini? 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 
HW 54756 Docld: 32246514 Page 96 


a. Sasa τὸς - -- --.- . « a ee a -- ~ amma ἐπα κι i ὦ 45“ 


eres 


ito GOThOSCK. 2UCLle Cellini? 
πόδ: Ὁ. 
ἐς mOrapeck, “Charles Tourine? 


ric ΘΟ. τ. 


ως GMOTNUGCKk, ἰδ τ χ᾽  Σεοίδι; ati tne Τοῦ Εν 


AO 


On 


HY SBS DINOS. 17 8 8 ONS iat. τ mever “wens. tou - 1: was: 


there once, Cut because it was so far away I never went over 


tnere, 
Mr. Hornbeck. Santos Trafficante? 
Mr. Espinosa. [ have heard of him, but 
Mr. Hornbeck. Was ne ever pointed out to you? 
Mrs SDLNOSas.. οὐδε 
Mrs Hornbeck, Did you ever near of Santos. Trafficante 
veiling involved in Miami witan any anti-Castro activities? 
Mr. Hornoeck. would you tell us what you neard, first 
all, and tnen pernaos tell us the source of your inforsatio 
Mr. ESpinosa. Oxkay. cnat I nave heard is that ne was 
nelping and trying to do something to nelp some ceosle lik 
Mike nmelped me to overtnrow Castro. 
Mr. dornoeck. when you say nheloing Mike -- 
‘Mr. EScinosa. ho. 


Mr. doradvecx. Do you know of a relationsnis between - 


.- 
> 
fu 
rt 
"ἢ 


Ἰοϑηῦθ and Mike σε δηθν τ 


ALDERSON. REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


HW 54756 Docld: 32246514 Page 9} 


WA Mh STREST SMW REPORTERS AHI ΙΝ WASHINGTON ὦ C 2N0?4 (702) Sad-ORS5 


ὩΣ 
[ 
- 
( 
+ 
3 
(D 
ct 
ae 
.- 


AQ) 


~ 


ee iho ΞΡ σα . No 
2 ar. mornveck. bid Hike heLaney ever siention Trafficante 
3 to you? 
4 Mr w ESOLACSG« .. ρος 
5 Mir. Hornbeck. τα he ever mention any other Aterican 


6 gambling interests who were dcing the same kind of eetivity 


7 Neo was COLNE With: you? 


8 Mrs EBSCLAOSas 10% 
9 ‘ir. morndeck. Other ceople wno you may nave seen in 


10 Cuba; Jake Lansky? 


11 Mrs. BS piInesas. δ: 
12 Mr. Hornoeck. At the. Riviera? 
ἔφ 13 Mo. BSPinoga. 1 Gent: Know his first. mane. And: 1 


14 rememoer Lansky, and I remember the name 


15. Kiviera someone saying "That is Mever Lansky 


16 mr. Hornbeck. wteyer Lansky? 
17 Mra ξϑρζηοϑβα.. “eS: 
18 | Mr. nmornbeckx. Gid you ever meet an individual in Cuda 


19 the name of John Martino? Martino was later arrested by the 
20 Castro government and spent several years in jail, and I 


1 ᾿ , 


21. pelieve he was released sometime ground 1951. 


3 
a mors “ESP inmOSad:. cos 

Φ 23 wr. Hornbeck. Guiseope DeGeorze? 

sa | 24 VPs θ᾽ τι 
25 Mr. cdornbeck.. Keuden. Miro? 


faut 
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mPa: TLOraAbecn . 

Pra: “SRL se)- 
Cappy nkothman. 

My an ΟΠ δι: 
Rotaman? 


Wiles JE SOLnOSa 


- 1 na -- : ω π᾿ - ΄ Fa 
Come Gear enc NaS ἃ 19 


tira HOrnbeck. 


ied, SS LAOS a. 
Mrs HOrnoec ks 


Mr. ESpinosa. 
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rercar tongo? 

v2 81} know Lis 

You personally were accqualinted with nim? 
bie (OP oe. aan oer Or tise Ss. 


ΕΒ sothtiman? 


i ©OleG Jonn Cnet 1. Saw nam 2 eouple-oF 


oa, and [ saw him a couple of tines in Miami. 


wnat relationship did you have with Casny 


Just the relationship of 4 man who zoes to 


Gras 


= 


ang SOnetines we ΞΕ δ <i ris 


L 
ὯΩ 


θὰ 
° 

| 

] 


iQ, never. 
Diag you ever see Capoy Rothman in Miemi? 


In Miami; I always saw nim in Miami. 
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ἘῸΝ ᾿ mr. nornvecx. Could that have teen the Biltsore Terreaec 
2 Mr. Esopinose. Yes 
3 mar. uornoeck., «as that the same hotel thet Rocerto. 
* “Fernancos iranda wes.essociated wit? 
5 τὰ Espinosa. οἰ, ὦ. COM ye, OW, 
6 “rs. MOTNOSCK. “ANGI you Sex ον Sothsan ih lami, Sic 
7 you ever discuss with him any anti-Castro activities? 


8 “Mr. Espinosa. tiever., 


, HOPRDEChs Vic Ve iSVeEr SOIC ΘΟ Sic 3 a eny eine 


11 ir. Bspinesa. Hever. 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Did he ever discuss the Castro regime: 


13 what it has cost his father and what it had cost him? 


14 mr. ESpinosa. Waybe he might have made a comment abdout 
1S that sonietime or other. Sut it was not any deoth or anythin 
16. hike ὈὉχδῳ. 


17 σις Hornbeck. Did you ever near of or did you ever test 


20 Hrs THOrnoec. 4 Did you ever near their naines mentioned 
21 Cappy or Norman Rotoman? 

22 Un omer “spinosa. τοι 

23 Mr. mornoueck: Did you ever meet in Cuba or “tami ἘΠΞ μον 


let 24 Savaradra and he nad a nickname of "Kiki"? 


25. τ θαι, δὲ 
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1 Pao Goraceck. 
2 “lac 2SULNOS S. 


Petit ar. 


4 Ps Ornoee ks 
9 MG ot SLavOSa Ὁ 


νοις 


7 United States or in 


8 Mr. Espinosa. 
9 vit. MHeOrnoe cic. 


cid you ever run ac 
irs 2Spi nose. 

You are talkine-abo 
Mir, fornoeck. 

Espinosa. 


rornbecx, 


Le toe Con 
Espinosa. 
the 


COnNZO With tae 


iy. oornoeck. 

Ns SS pLnesa 
~"LNVaSLON Or ro 
are tne only 
24 


Zo | We ae 
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SO Leer wor. 


ae 


ot 1 : ΕΝ ΤΑΝ eat ad See ae aa ae fam) 
Ula you Know 2 Racnael Gener? 

Fi ᾿ Ὁ “πὰ - - om + τ — we . = i 7 ~ e 
{CU 623426 ue) and 1 told: you: the 8.5 
Ἐν i ‘ a : Ἱ : gs x! = ‘ : 
ne nac 8. nickname of Macho, tea-c-h-o. 
ng παρὰ τη ἢ ae eg ρα, τον ἥν ἐπ AA 
iO, L rememoer tnat muen I never dic 


vid you éver meet any individual in the 


furope by the name of Macho? 


the time thet 


you were 


ross anv exemeucers of 


rf 


wo, I didnt even kneow-Ghe Gis. e753 sted . 


ut tne French organization? 
Yes. 


fo, I never did. 


Again, While you were in Eurose, did you 
rortune people wh (Ore LTlSAvine “or 2oite 
go? 

io. The only cecple I nave Known gO to 


WEeNG* Wit Che Cis. 


were tnose peocole that you knew in Cuba? 
inhat ὁ kpew in Cuba or that 1..knew crom 
m revolutionary activities in Niami taey 


be 


ταῦ nave 


wee 2bG 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


2 mr. ESpinosa.: I know ΘΟ τ τ 3 πη θα tut I would lite 
3 you to tell se who te is. 

4 Mr, Hornbeck, de is a pilot. 

5 ie eS SPLEOSean BS bs. Lou. 

6 me. aornbeck., Yes. 

7 Hr. Espinosa. I know the namie.and I know the guy for 

8 sure, 

9 “ir. nornoeck. Wa was very friendly WLlEn norman 2othnan? 


 BSpinoesa, 1 Can 2ven DLOtUrSe: tne guy. Sue 1 Snow 


11 met the guy. 


12 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you, in Cuda; meet 8. Joseph merol a? 
oe 1 Mr. Espinosa. HO. 

14 Mr. nornbeck, τὰ you snow 6 Jorge Alonso Pujol? 

15 “irs 2spinosa. “Tne: old man or tne son? 

16 him. Hordaoeck. Cid you Know tne family? 

17 mr. ESpinosa. 1 know the old tian was vice gresicent of 

19. “Cube Curing CoS rio cite. 

19 Mrs πού σδοκς DiC Vou “how pis Son, vorzée? 

20 Mir. ESpinosa. ho. I nave neard of him but I have never 

21, Mec Wiis | 

22 mr. dorndeck. Juan Kestoy, Cesar Restoy? 

23 Mr. ESpinoSa. Again I think tne name tells δ΄. something. 

24 Mr. mornbeck. Jose Aleman? 

25 ae Espinosa. 1 met nim once. 


armen 
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φόνον 
(2 
(Ὰ) 


| “rs SOrOCeCn. Gal SOU Teil as ΘΕ ΒΥ that Wes. ΤῊ Cages 
4 OF She Gni cea: States? 

3 ie Ἔα 8 Ὅς, it was in the United States. 7 fant 
4 with Cuoela, and I know Major Paez. .I went to the 


5. Fountainoleau and we stayed in one hotel owned by Josée Ale@inen 
S and he nad a nicknawe, and I oniy set him once. 
7 ey MOrneeck. Can you. Gell. 5. approximately wnet δὲ Ὁ 


8 Liat was? 


9 Ua BSulnoses τ ΞΕ 1959, March of 1452. 
10 Mr. clornbeck. were you traveling during the 1959 year 


11 between Cuda and the United States? 


12 Mr. ESpinosa. Yes. I went to Miami then and I went to. 


13 Miami another time, and two times or three times before I 


14 finally toox off. 
15 Mr. nornabveck. Are tnese all pleasure trios cr was there 


16 some GusSiness? 


17 Wir. eSpinesa. Just pleasure trips. 

18 νοις. Die you mow Orlenco: sosen? 

19 wr. BSCINOSaA. oO. 

20 Mr. nlornoeck. have you ever heard of. Orlando f208scn? 

21 Mr. cSpcinosa. Is he related tO. ΟΡ 2osca: 

22 Mrs GOrnceck. Pipoiln Bosen was president of sicard?y 

23 RUS. 

24 or. cSpinosa. There. was a Boscn woen tne whole thing 


ἜΣ Pa ᾿ & | sone δι τ ~ ae ἃς i ἽΝ - + : ~ rt) Ae Sak ee FH wt Bae ars 
25: ϑφ: δοῦ τ δ When Coe IIVasion. SAG CAS BSrarnisns cf tae Cuoseas 
5 ; 
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—- ἢ Se cpteost i 45 = a } ms uses om ταν = * fn 4 - ἢ ws ~ 

T althougn ne was under the auspices of the CIA, he wes succosed 
- “1 de a Ε a ΟΝ As 7 ἘΣ ig -- ΡΣ τὼ ἜΝ πν- 
2 CO AS a ee eee ὁ ΤΣ :ΟΙ͂ ς ἔξ OoU p ap Ree πες μαι re ae sae Pee a ai Loe: oF OG 


4 organizations, who were united in order to zet enouzh people 


9 LO δ, 10, end. 2Osen was. one.of “them, 


6 Mr. Hornbeck. This is the Pippin Bosch? 
7 Mis ὐϑριῆδβαᾶς ae 18 πὲ. tae One tet fou.ere. Ga τὴς" 


9 tir. ἢ δῶ ς Luis Pasado? 


[1 


Spinosa. io. 


11 Mr. Hornbeck. Luis Balbuena?- 

12 Mr. Espinosa. No. 

13 Mr. Hornodeck. Dominick Bartone? 

14 Mr. Espinosa. Ho. 

15 Mis MOPROECKs Tne recone wil reflect that the witness 
16 is shaking his head nexzatively ἐδ ais. Of ars 

17 Mee BS01n0Sea. Yes. 

18 Mr, nornteck. kaonéeel Garcia Sonzo?. 

19 Eta Εϑριῆοδα. Tes. 

20 Mr. nornoeck. tlow cid you Know mim and when did you 


21 first meet nim and what was your relationshio? 


22 UPeePSDiNOse. Toere-are- (we DrOUners? ‘Eclet: 2sineorast 


y = : - WA reg Φ Ἶ 5 : + ole τ τ - rae) ᾿ - ΝΣ “- 
24 L used to have 2 girl friend when [ was very younz ic 


25 (δ. and ser Cousin wes the girl friend or dortea. wJorta-aad < 
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= om ems -- ~ -__ mm a ee | 


Be ha -- Sal ko - oN δὴν ΜΝ 
᾿ lo νϑῦν vad German shepherd he wanted to get rid of, and ne Zzave 
be oN ~ ~ j τ χὰ 4% τ } o τ = ~~ fe = 
2 ae sky w VY “ῷ oy ana ὡς So ΟΣ ἢ “ΝΟ ἡ; whe i ees ae Cax& τ a f1G abe ee a 9. Gita 
- ~ ἣν - “-- w ἃ ἀν - ~ t ῳ be - Ω o “¢ - 
39 ὅοξ ΓΟ teny years, 2re thet was tne Sxteqe ὁ , Pens nas 


4 with Aim. ‘Through hile I wet has ΟΞ een ΒΕ. δ: Sem τεῦ 
5 be 8 lawyer in Cuba bon Santos Tyafficante. Ὁ 
6 | ΠΟΥ σε: 2S “this: δ. conten: “26g led se 
7 Know this personally? 


8 ltr. ESpinosa. It was common knowledge. I think he is 


9 coing some tiine in jail rignt now. 


10 Mr. mornoeck,. He Ls doing time in Voein: now? 
11 Mrs ESOLNOSa. (685, for passing ζᾶ 1856. δοιῖϊεῦϑ. 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Counterfeit money? 

_ 13 Mr. Espinosa. Yes. 

ὋΦ 14 Mr. ποῦβοθος, «hen cid you hear that information? 
aes HPs ESpinogsea.  weny ySaers agot five or Six years: aso, ‘er 
16 maybde more. 
17 irs Hornbeck, Can you tell us how you Asard the 
18 information end any details you may have heard? 
19 its BSDINOSas. τ΄ Can't Pecell Who: Cole: me tas Story... Ame 
20 this was at the veginning when I went to Spain. 
21. Mr. tlornoeck. wnich would nave teen aooroximately wnen? 
22 Mr. ESpinosa. That WOuld be 1972. 
23° Mra morngeck. Add you Heard tne story tnen? 

τῷ 24 MP. ES0inose. nat Raonael ned deen Θ᾽ and taat ae 
25 nad ten or fifteen thousand dollars in one luuncrec dollar 
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105 
T notes and he was cassing them for two or three GayS ena onen 
2 they got hin ang tnen fhe got a veuneh of years “in sail 
3 mr. Hornbeck. bid you near whetner or act Trefficente 
4 nac ever tried to διὸ Aim in-Soain? 
5 tir. Espinosa. Uo, tut I heard that he hed something to 
6 do with Trafficante. 
7 Mr. Hornbeck. imat the counterfeiting hac Something to 
8 do witn Trafficante? 
9 οι πόα: THiS 2S whet 1 δαρὼ,; but you know now 
10 people talk to me. t is not very difficult to figure out if 
11 Raphael wes Trafficante's lawyer in eae: now ne gets caugnt 
12 in Spain with counterfeit money. There is a likely 
13 possibility of the money .came-from the.guy and this is what 
14 people are speculating about, or told me at the time. 
15 Mr. Hornbeck. hen Trafficante was in cute, he Was 
16 arrested sometiae in mid-1959, and did you ever hear thet? 
17 ὼς ἘΘΡ ΘΕ δε id 
18 Mir. morncveck. Did you ever hear that Mike McLaney was 
19 arrested in Cuda? 
20 wr Ss. ESO LN Cs. ee 
21 Mr. mornbeck. Can Oe ol us what you heard and from 
22 wnat source? | 
23 "rs 2SDineSa, 21) 1 know bs Chat de Was: Diving in. "the 
24 country ana ne was going back to Miami and he was Living and 
25 tney took aim and they put him in jail.for two or three cays: 
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c mr, glorabecx, Did siike ever contact you? 

2 τρις Εξοτῆδβα, τος 

3 ir. flornbeck. ὕϊα he ever discuss how he got δὐγεβῦϑε 

4 with you? 

a ae =spinosa. nO 

6 | Mr. dornoeck. He never told you? 

7 | wr. ESpinosa. I am sure that I have heard the story, but 


8 things don't really register after some years. 


9 Mr. Hornbeck. Dic you know Marcos Perez Jiminez? 
10 Mr. ESpinosa. I[.never πὲ. the guy, although I know. he 


11 used to live very close to Mike's house in Pine Tree Drive in 


12 Miami Beach; two or three houses away: from Mike. 


13° Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever have a chance to meet him? 
14 | οἷς ESOLNOse. ao: 
15 Mr. clornbeck. Did you ever hear whether or not he was 


Ip AMVOLVeO, τῇ δὴν Rind οὐ Cubed sec vities? 


“7 mr, ESpinosa. If never nave. 

18 Mr. Hornbeck. Jorge Soto Martinez’? 
19 re ESDIROSas: ics 

20 Mr. Hornbeck. Evaristo Garcia Vidal? 
21 Mires GSDLAOSay. πος: 

22 Mrs. MOrTNUeCKk: Niguel Vuares?: 

23 iO. BSpincsa. (ese Know aim, 


ἀπ’ 
ἊΣ ᾿ 
“- ἃ, 
foots 
ae 24 we ' 


Mir, .mornbeck. How do you kncw nim; under what 


23 Circumstances " 
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1 ors @SPLNOses,. Se USOC GO OS. Sl θ os δ 53 5 ϑ gr tes 
4 owner cf tae 21 Club in Havanese; end he was Slweys Wixing wit! 
0 
: 3 ‘Sig people somehow 

4 Mr. Hornoeck., Dic ne have any relationship with any of 
5. the American zgamcoling interests, if you now? 
6 MPs 2S0DLnOSe: Lf am sure ne aid: 
7 Mr. flornbeck. Anyone you ever saw nim witn? 
8 Mr. Espinosa. No, but he was always hanging around with 
9 tnese people 
10 Mr. Hornbeck. Eugenio Leal Pozo? 
11 Γι Espinosa. Vom 
12 Mr. Hornbeck. Joe Rogers or Joe Stassi? 

a 13 Mr. Espinosa. No. 

1 14 Mr. Hornbeck. Sam Mannarino? 
15 Mr Espinosa. HO. 
16 Mr. Hornoeck renito fSernandsez? 
17 MP. 2S01n0se id 
18 MP. nornceck. Did you aver ZO toc tne Commodore at 
19 Doville? 
20 Mi. ESPinosSas. Maybe. Onee OF CwiGe τῆ ὧὦἂἔν lite: 
21 Mr. Hornbeck. At some polnt you. or someone nad mentioned 
22. that Fidel had 2 wistress at tne Nacional. 
23 τς» Εβῦυ οϑα,, “Les, 

@ 24 Wry Bornoeck: Wheat can you tell us about mer, wns sane 


1 


5 485. and wnen me used to visit ner and when you saw then 
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1 there. 


= o- ~~ τ - 1 1 “~~ am rm —_ -~ κι Ἢ" 

2 ita ΒΟ ΟΞ 5 τ ΕΠ Ὁ Cll Yow wie Snes wes, θέ ΞΕ ἢ 
“πὶ Ly - - - Ri - ~ -. ἢ ΄- wt q ~ σὰς > 
3 saw fer a cougle cf tines Doe Wes a CClLeree Girl, Very te 


; and on two oacesions τὺ milgat 

3S nave oeen April or Hay of 1955, I saw Fidel Castro in the car 
6 outsice waiting for her, ne and a chauffeur: I don't know ie 
7 she was and I Can't rememcer ner nasie or. anything. 


8 Mr. Hornbeck. Did you ever meet or hear of a woman by 


2 Cne name of Marita Lorenz? 


10 ats ESoanOses. 40a 
11 Mr. ΠοΓΩΌΘΟΚ. λα you know or ever meet Larry DeJosegch? 
12: ΜΡ. esp ee a: NO. 

= 13 Mr. mornoeck. That name is not familiar to you? 


15 | airs morntceck. When you had Ciscussed earlier, in your 


CL 


16 testimony toaay seeing @ file, were you referring to a CIA 


18 irs Espinosa. I don?t Know af it wes Clk or FEI. 7 

i9 assume tiayoe it was a Customs file. But I looked throuzh it 
20 for about half an nour, and it was very well documented and 

21] there were tiany things that I don't rememoer that are there. 
22 ae. Ehee ier. were: tCnere coge names in Lt; eryoto nares? 


‘ 


22. Mr. θαι ποθ, Ho. it was all straight names, full 
names, and tne whole toning, and the nicknames and friends anc 


25° SO Ons 


ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC, 


MW 54756 Docld:32246514 Page 85, stRe=t, s.wW. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20024 (202) 584-2346 


100 
i A I ΝΗ ; { -“" - ‘ oa Ἶ ἥδ ns = a 
2 1 ure DOrACeck. 1 Gono Went vo Gweil Of: Figel Caestre's 
: ᾿ ΄σι. τς + <4 τ Ἂς ως . 1 . -«- = | “" Ν Η ie 1. κε = oF ἢ :- ~ 
42 personal life, tut auring the seriod that you. were in Uavane 
, ~ , j ᾿ ἐν Pe ~”n LY . -- ia i Bi _ ~~ . : 
3 and then for a-few years after πλεῖ. when you may have had 


4 contacts there, did he have a nuniber of mistreses or was he 


5 Dasically with one woman? 


6 | Mire ESpPinose, i105 Pe a@lweys. 4nc ἃ number of them around: 
7 Mr. Hornbeck. Were they fairly well known? 
8 Mr. geSpinosa. I guess some of them were. There was this 


3- Lily Gowdy, and I don't know if he was screwing her or net, 
10. “DUE he Was Cetainly- .akine δ δ: ‘1 think Chis as; waet.1 
11 knew, but I was a kid at the time, and I am sure the people 


12 older than me knew more. 


ae | 13 -Mr. Hornbeck. Bid you know ἃ person who worked at the 
14 Tropicana casino by the name of Lewis Mewillie? 
15 Mr. ESpinosa. wo. 
16 ες το ποδὸς “Dia Vou snow en: Alec Vene Serfin? : 
ΝΩ͂Ι Mr. τϑϑιδθεδς aio. 
18 _ Mr. Blackmer. Did you know Sergio Acacia... 
ΓΕ a ee he sa 
20 Meo BSoInosas, “ox 3 | | . 
δ Mr. Blackmer. Did you have any relationship whe ἢ any ar 
22 tne anti-Castro Cutan ἔδρα ΤῈ wew Orleans? 
oa iar Espinosa. Ἰ τὼ ΠΝ 

"ae 24 ‘ir. Blackmer, Or any of the particular grouos that were 


55. τ Sworn Sans 7 
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1: 


~~ 

τ «- “Ὁ σὰς t ts, tof ~ ™ ας. αι -~ _ Ἵ mm mee _, 
1 oot GeO LO S.4 ἃ Τ ΤΡ Heros chere was 27 S15 beGas ule 
2 TOPCe +14 Sy or Sens 

Ta yor on — - Ἐξ a ~ os a ~ 4 yoy 
3 ine J Lee eae POU Gla Traini ew Orleans) Se ne See? 
4 8 -SOLa = Vv T - joo arn Ἵ "fo sy e 7 ποι Ν Τ iran | 

te ESOinoOSa:. eS. ἔθ Τὴ vewooOrleses.: Af dren Ὁ 


5 really train over there. ie were taxen from Panama ane: in 

8 order to send us to Cuba first we were taken bo ew Crléans, 

7. Ὁ an old “arine base or what had ceen closed for 20 or 30 

8 years, and from there we were taken to ΠΟ: HlSs iss iopis.. 26 


9 a security nouse.. 


10 Mr. Blackmer. Tnis is 1950 or 1961? 
1 ** “Pie CS pinoses. Ihis-is 190i. This is just two or three 
12 months before the invasion. 
ae 13 Mr. Slackmer, Were you garrisoned on the base, 
@ 14 boarded on the base in Biloxi? 
15 Mrs BSpinosa. Wot in Biloxi; in-Hew Orleans. 
16 ae Slackmer. ἴον @2b0ut wnen you went to Biloxi? 
17 Mr. BSpinose. Trey Ssolit tne zuys. | POSTS SETS ἘΞ SOUS: τῷ 
18 guys, and they split them cifferent Ways, anda | was tnere with 
19 about eignt or nine zuys in a security house with a COuUC δ᾽ OF 
20 agents. 
21 ΠῚ Slackmer. On tne base? 
22 ify ρα Οδα (Oy. πὸ 
79 wha Bkeckuer. ἢ δ τον ἢ 
ΦΘ | 24 Mr. Espinosa It was a security nouse Tnat is.a house 
20. δῦ. 8 used for clancestine Cepratlonrs, 2nd. 50.383 securicy 
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4 τρί) i 
5 Ae alee 
6 mr. 


a * safe nouse” in Biloxi, and we Lived there, seven 
οὐδ 2nG One OFT. two Cle -2uyS. FOr ποτ ᾽ς τὰ VWeexs.. 
Ulacxmer. Wad you had any contact with Bbernare 

Ω nevana? 
Sop ΟΞ, abo 


Espinosa: 


8 Mir. Hornbeck. Virgillo Gonzales? 

9 ia ΞΟ 100% 

10 Ἂς nornoeck, Cueto? 

11 Mrs BS PLAOSa. ὅς 

12 Mr. Blackmer. We appreciate your coming. Could you 

13 ossibdly give us a telephone numcer where we can contact you, 
144 should tne need arise, in London? 

15 ir. Espinosa. Surely. I can give you. my nome auuber. 
16 Nes ΘΟ δ Lt): Qi Cae suture. Toward tae end of the 
17 summer, we snould like to nave you at a hearing, would you 

18 have any prediscosition against appearing cefore-this 

19 committee at εἰ. hearing and zoing over tne Valoes “Chas i@ nave 
20 just discussed? 

21 ir. ESpinosa. Of course not. Count on me. 

22 Mr. Blackmer. If you could leave us with the number, 

23 then we wel be in contact Wit. yo Gs 

24 Pane Weu very much το  ΟΟΓ cooperation, 

25 Cahereupon, at°6:20 o.m., the deposition was céncluded.) 


wate 
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τ Σεεε τι τ oer mara aan “Ὁ πο vere on po SPP ae eine es Ὁ 

1 Ciae a dor 4b Gee oe δ μι tatty Seer en ΕΠ 
7 oe Su. aes ee τς as oe bes ze be re. 
2 tes ιν, ὡς προ στο SouOortsend ἃ, ποῦ Or eek % 49) merecy 


3 certify tiat the testimony of the witness which apsears in 


ct 
ry 
7a?) 


4 rToregeing ceposition was taxen by we in shorthand and 


5 thereatiter.récuced to typewriting under wy direction: that 


0) 


6 said aeposition is true record of tne testimony ziven oy 


7 said witness; that.I am neither counsel for, related to, nor 
8 employed by any of the parties to the action in which this 


9, SPOSLULOn) wes Caken, ena further, δε 1 42a net a reletive: or 


10 employee of any attorney or counsel employed by the carties 


11 thereto, or financially or otherwise interested in the outcome 


. 


12 of the action. 


24 


25 
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Pe Gee “er -_ = νι = Mie cm ἃ a 
ΕΣ Ί ἌΠΟ cae pl Ones δ. eal Os wl oe eee eto) eee 
. * ae ‘ ᾿ ~ “~ . : vs “7 ws ᾿ vy - or ~ ὯΝ * - 4 ten - = va = . ba et = ed 
2 Ly htibZeseva eerains, tue Ciricer ἰοῦ! ene rorésoing 
a . ΓΝ ; : a Beets ἌΣ ΡΩΝ ἔς τος SR pe. Sly a - as c 
ae 3 ceyosition was taxen, co nereby ΘΟ δ ware Wittiess waose 


4 testimony appears in the foregoing cescsition was du 
9 OY We, tnat tne testimony cof said witness was taken OY 

6 darola ὃ. alcerson, shorthand reporter, and tnereafter reduced 
7 to tycoewriting under his cirection; that I am neither counsel 


8 for, related to, nor employed ty any of the parties to the 


9. 2CL1ON Li WhiCd Enis Gecositicon was texen, sad rurtner, that Li 

10 am not a relative or employee of any attorney or counsel 

1] employed by the parties thereto, nor financial or otherwise 

12 interested in tne outcome of tne action. 

13 

14 | 

15 | Hotary Puclic in and fcr 
Cie “a 


Mike “PL Sire. Of 46 ust 


hy  COMMESS LON Eke ires: 
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